7

Oblique Incidence

7.1 Oblique Incidence and Snel’s Laws

With some redefinitions, the formalism of transfer matrices and wave impedances for
normal incidence translates almost verbatim to the case of oblique incidence.

By separating the fields into transverse and longitudinal components with respect
to the direction the dielectrics are stacked (the z-direction), we show that the transverse
components satisfy the identical transfer matrix relationships as in the case of normal
incidence, provided we replace the media impedances n by the transverse impedances
nr defined below.

Fig. 7.1.1 depicts plane waves incident from both sides onto a planar interface sepa-
rating two media €, €’. Both cases of parallel and perpendicular polarizations are shown.

In parallel polarization, also known as p-polarization, 7r-polarization, or TM po-
larization, the electric fields lie on the plane of incidence and the magnetic fields are

AX AX
E_ H_
k_ k_
0 2 9 0’ 2
0 0/ 0 "
k! k.
E, &k : k |
BN/ b
Eu k. el T+
€le Hy ¢ e
TM, parallel, p-polarization TE, perpendicular, s-polarization

Fig. 7.1.1 Oblique incidence for TM- and TE-polarized waves.
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perpendicular to that plane (along the y-direction) and transverse to the z-direction.

In perpendicular polarization, also known as s-polarization,t o-polarization, or TE
polarization, the electric fields are perpendicular to the plane of incidence (along the
y-direction) and transverse to the z-direction, and the magnetic fields lie on that plane.

The figure shows the angles of incidence and reflection to be the same on either side.
This is Snel’s law' of reflection and is a consequence of the boundary conditions.

The figure also implies that the two planes of incidence and two planes of reflection
all coincide with the xz-plane. This is also a consequence of the boundary conditions.

Starting with arbitrary wavevectors k+ = XKkx+ + ¥ ky+ + 2k, and similarly for K.,
the incident and reflected electric fields at the two sides will have the general forms:

Eje ket ekt F ekt orikor

The boundary conditions state that the net transverse (tangential) component of the
electric field must be continuous across the interface. Assuming that the interface is at
z = 0, we can write this condition in a form that applies to both polarizations:

Erpe kT 4 Ep e dkr — L oKt L B o TKT L ap 220 (7.1.1)

where the subscript T denotes the transverse (with respect to z) part of a vector, that is,
Er =2 X (EXZ)= E—ZE,. Setting z = 0 in the propagation phase factors, we obtain:

ET+e*j(kx+X+ky+)’) + ET_e*j(ka*kyf)’) — ET+e*j(k§<+X+k§/+)’) + E"T_efj(k)’(—x+k;/—y) (7.1.2)

For the two sides to match at all points on the interface, the phase factors must be
equal to each other for all x and y:

o (knix+kysy) — pjkx-X+ky-y) — o=j(Ki Xk y) — o=J (K x+ky_y) (phase matching)

and this requires the x- and y-components of the wave vectors to be equal:

Kne = ke = K}, = K

o (7.1.3)
Kys = ky- =K}, = Kj_

If the left plane of incidence is the xz-plane, so that ky. = 0, then all y-components
of the wavevectors will be zero, implying that all planes of incidence and reflection will
coincide with the xz-plane. In terms of the incident and reflected angles 6., 6’,, the
conditions on the x-components read:

ksin0, =ksinf_ =k'sin0’ =k’ sin0” (7.1.4)

These imply Snel’s law of reflection:

0,=0_=0

0. =60 =0 (Snel’s law of reflection) (7.1.5)

Tfrom the German word senkrecht for perpendicular.
tnamed after Willebrord Snel, b.1580, almost universally misspelled as Snell.
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And also Snel’s law of refraction, that is, k sin @ = k' sin 0. Setting k = nky, kK’ = n’ko,
and ko = w/cy, we have:

’

sin 0 - (Snel’s law of refraction) (7.1.6)

nsin6=n'sin9" = — =
sin 6 n

It follows that the wave vectors shown in Fig. 7.1.1 will be explicitly:
k=k; =kxX+k,zZ=ksin0Xx+kcos0z

k. =kyx—k;Z=ksinO0x—kcos0z
(7.1.7)
K=K =kx+k,z=k'sin0'x+k’cos0'2

K. =kx-k,z=k'sin0'x—k'cos0'2

The net transverse electric fields at arbitrary locations on either side of the interface
are given by Eq. (7.1.1). Using Eq. (7.1.7), we have:

Er(X,z)= Er e /% T L Er_e KT = (Ep e X7 4 Ep_e/ke?) gmikx
. - . o o (7.1.8)
Ep(x,z)= Ep, e 5T 4 Ep e VKT = (E,, e K7 4 Ep_e/ko?) emIkiX

In analyzing multilayer dielectrics stacked along the z-direction, the phase factor
e~k = oKX wil] be common at all interfaces, and therefore, we can ignore it and
restore it at the end of the calculations, if so desired. Thus, we write Eq. (7.1.8) as:

Er(z)= ET+€7‘ikzz + ET,eszz

) o (7.1.9)
Ep(z)= Eyp, e /X?  E}_elke?

In the next section, we work out explicit expressions for Eq. (7.1.9)

7.2 Transverse Impedance

The transverse components of the electric fields are defined differently in the two po-
larization cases. We recall from Sec. 2.10 that an obliquely-moving wave will have, in
general, both TM and TE components. For example, according to Eq. (2.10.9), the wave
incident on the interface from the left will be given by:

E,(r) = [(Rcos® —zsin0) A, + yB e kT

1 , (7.2.1)
Ho(r) = | [§A. = (kcos0 —zsin0)B, Jer/ b

where the A, and B, terms represent the TM and TE components, respectively. Thus,
the transverse components are:

Er.(x,2z) = [RA, cos @ + ¥y B, |e /kx+kz2)

i (7.2.2)
Hri(x,z) = —[§ Ay —XB. cos 0]e ™ kxxrkz2)

1
n
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Similarly, the wave reflected back into the left medium will have the form:

E_(r) = [(XcosO + zsinO)A_ +yB_Je /& T

1 . (7.2.3)
H-(r) = 5[—" A+ (Xcos 0 + 2sin0)B_]e /K-

with corresponding transverse parts:

Er_(x,z) = [RA_cos @ +yB_]e /kwk:2)

1 ; (7.2.4)
Hr_(x,z) = " [-§ A_ + &B_ cos 0] e/ kex—ka2)
Defining the transverse amplitudes and transverse impedances by:
ATi :AiCOSQ, BTi :Bi
(7.2.5)
Ny =1ncos@, nTE:L
cos 0

and noting that Ar./nm = A+/n and Br+/Ntg = B+ cos 0/n, we may write Eq. (7.2.2)
in terms of the transverse quantities as follows:

Ery(X,z) = [RArs + 9 Br, e/ kxthe2)

A B ) (7.2.6)
Hr, (x,2) = [¥ T+ _ﬁi]eﬁ(kxwkzz)

nrm nre

Similarly, Eq. (7.2.4) is expressed as:

Er-(x,2) = [RAr- + 9 By_]e/ kakas)

A 3 ) (7.2.7)
Hr_(x,2) = [-% 2r- L % —T= i tkax—ks2)

nm nrte

Adding up Egs. (7.2.6) and (7.2.7) and ignoring the common factor e kX we find for
the net transverse fields on the left side:

E7(z) = XEmM(2) +VEre(2)
(7.2.8)
H7(z) = VHm(z) - XH1e(2)

where the TM and TE components have the same structure provided one uses the ap-
propriate transverse impedance:

Erm(z) = Arre %% + Ap_elke?

1 ; . (7.2.9)
Hp(z) = —[Arre /%% — Ap_elke?]
Ntm

Ere(z) = Brye/KeZ 4 Bp_e/ke?

1 j ; (7.2.10)
Hip(z) = — [Brye7*Z — Bp_e/ke?]
nNte
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We summarize these in the compact form, where E7 stands for either E1y or Eqg:

ET(Z) = ETJre*ijZ + ET,eijz

1 ; . (7.2.11)
Hr(z) = = [Erse %% — Er_el*]
T

The transverse impedance nr stands for either nmy or ne:

7.2.12
n TE, perpendicular, s-polarization ( )

{ ncos@, TM, parallel, p-polarization
nr =

cos 9’

Because n = n,/n, it is convenient to define also a transverse refractive index
through the relationship nr = no/nr. Thus, we have:

(7.2.13)

n
’ TM, 11 1, -polarizati
nr = { cos 0 parallel, p-polarization

ncos @, TE, perpendicular, s-polarization

For the right side of the interface, we obtain similar expressions:
Ep(z) = Ep e X7 4 E._e/ko”

1 0 ey (7.2.14)
H'T(Z) = "T,(E'T+e*]kzz _ E%iejkzz)
T

n’cos®’, TM, parallel, p-polarization

_ , (7.2.15)
nr ﬁ , TE, perpendicular, s-polarization

n/
ny =4 cos6"’
n’ cos @', TE, perpendicular, s-polarization

™, 1lel, p-polarizati
parallel, p-polarization (7.2.16)

where E7._ stands for A7, = A, cos 0’ or B}, = B,.

For completeness, we give below the complete expressions for the fields on both
sides of the interface obtained by adding Eqgs. (7.2.1) and (7.2.3), with all the propagation
factors restored. On the left side, we have:

E(r) = Epy(r) +E7ge(T)

(7.2.17)
H(r)= Hm(r) +Hre (1)
where

Ery(r) = (Rcos 0 —2sin0) A e /* T+ (Xcos 0 + 2sin0)A_e kT
Hpy(r) = ?%(A+e*jk+-r _ A,eijk"r)

' ' (7.2.18)
Erp(r) =y (Bye kT4 B e k-T)

1

Hpp(r) = —[-(Xcos @ —zsin0)B,e 7 * T 4 (Xcos @ + zsin@)B_e k-]

=
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The transverse parts of these are the same as those given in Egs. (7.2.9) and (7.2.10).
On the right side of the interface, we have:

E'(r) = Epy(r) +Ezg(r)

) , , (7.2.19)
H' (r)= HTM(I') +HTE(I‘)

Epy(r) = (Xcos ' —zsin@')A,e KT+ (Rcos @ +zsinf')A e J*T

1 - .y
Hpy(r) =9 P (Al e ket — A7 pikorT)
Ejp(r) =y (Bl e X T + B’ e/ KoT)

1

[-(Xcos O — zsin 9')B'+e’jk,+'r + (Xcos O’ + 2sin 9')B',e’jk/*'r]

(7.2.20)

H}E(r) = n/
7.3 Propagation and Matching of Transverse Fields

Eq. (7.2.11) has the identical form of Eq. (5.1.1) of the normal incidence case, but with
the substitutions:

n-nr, eiij N e‘_rjkzz — etjkzcos@ (731)

Every definition and concept of Chap. 5 translates into the oblique case. For example,
we can define the transverse wave impedance at position z by:

Er (2) Epe*ﬂ‘zz +ET7eijz
V4 = = p - 7.3.2
7(2) Hy(2) T Eroedkz — Ey_elkuz ( )
and the transverse reflection coefficient at position z:
E]L (Z) Erfejkzz 2ik
r = = - = I'r(0)e** 7.3.3
7(2) Et:(2) Er.eJkez r(0e ( )
They are related as in Eq. (5.1.7):
1+TI7(2) Zr(z)-nr
Zr(z)= — o Ir(2)= (7.3.4)
g nTl—FT(Z) ! Zr(z)+nr

The propagation matrices, Egs. (5.1.11) and (5.1.13), relating the fields at two posi-
tions z1, Z» within the same medium, read now:

ETi+ _ elk: 0 Etyy . .
|:ET1— ] = [ 0 ikl Ego. (propagation matrix) (7.3.5)

Erp | _ cosk,l Jjnrsink,l Eps . .
[ Hy ] = [J'Tﬁl sink,I cos k, I Hro (propagation matrix)  (7.3.6)
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where [ = z, — z;. Similarly, the reflection coefficients and wave impedances propagate
as:

Z12 +jnr tank,l

I'ry = e~k 70 = 7.3.7
T1 T2 71 =171 Nt + jZ1s tank,I ( )

The phase thickness 6 = kl = 21t (nl) /A of the normal incidence case, where A is
the free-space wavelength, is replaced now by:

0, =k, =klcosO = ZTTF nl cos 0 (7.3.8)

At the interface z = 0, the boundary conditions for the tangential electric and mag-
netic fields give rise to the same conditions as Egs. (5.2.1) and (5.2.2):

Er=E7, Hr=H} (7.3.9)
and in terms of the forward/backward fields:

Er, +Er_ = E%_'_ +E§~_

1 1., , (7.3.10)
- (ET+ - ET—) = 7/(ET+ - ET—)
nr nr
which can be solved to give the matching matrix:
E 1 1 E;
[ ET* ] = [ ) Plr ] [ E'ﬂ ] (matching matrix) (7.3.11)
T- T T T—
where pr, TT are transverse reflection coefficients, replacing Eq. (5.2.5):
pp= Mr=nr _nr-ng
ny+nr nr+ng
(Fresnel coefficients) (7.3.12)
2'7,7" 2nr
Tr = — = 7
nr+nr nr+nr

where T = 1 + p7. We may also define the reflection coefficients from the right side
of the interface: pr = —pr and T4 = 1 + p7 = 1 — pr. Egs. (7.3.12) are known as the
Fresnel reflection and transmission coefficients.

The matching conditions for the transverse fields translate into corresponding match-

ing conditions for the wave impedances and reflection responses:

pr+1It . pr+Ir

Zr=2p o It=+1""1 o FT_1+p’FT (7.3.13)
T

If there is no left-incident wave from the right, thatis, E” = 0, then, Eq. (7.3.11) takes

the specialized form:
Ero | _ 1| 1 opr E7,
FaE ik ras

which explains the meaning of the transverse reflection and transmission coefficients:
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_ Er_ _ E,T+
= y Tr =4 —
Er, Er,
The relationship of these coefficients to the reflection and transmission coefficients
of the total field amplitudes depends on the polarization. For TM, we have EtT. =
A.cos0 and E, = A/, cos0’, and for TE, Er. = B. and E},. = B’,. For both cases,
it follows that the reflection coefficient pr measures also the reflection of the total
amplitudes, that is,

pr (7.3.15)

A_cos® A B_

Ptm = A7+c059 = A, PTE = E

whereas for the transmission coefficients, we have:
4 4 4 4 4
A’ cos 0 cos 0" A’ B,

A,cos®  cos6 A’

T™M =

In addition to the boundary conditions of the transverse field components, there are
also applicable boundary conditions for the longitudinal components. For example, in
the TM case, the component E, is normal to the surface and therefore, we must have
the continuity condition D, = D}, or €E, = €'E},. Similarly, in the TE case, we must
have B, = B,. It can be verified that these conditions are automatically satisfied due to
Snel’s law (7.1.6).

The fields carry energy towards the z-direction, as well as the transverse x-direction.
The energy flux along the z-direction must be conserved across the interface. The cor-
responding components of the Poynting vector are:

1 1
P, = ERe[ExH;‘< —EHf], Px= ERe[EyH;< 7EZH;“]

For TM, we have P, = Re[ExH;]/2 and for TE, P, = —Re[EyH}]/2. Using the
above equations for the fields, we find that P is given by the same expression for both
TM and TE polarizations:

cos 0 cos 0
P, = 2 (AL =A%), or, 2

Using the appropriate definitions for E7. and n, Eq. (7.3.16) can be written in terms

of the transverse components for either polarization:

(IB+1> = 1B_1?) (7.3.16)

1
P, = 5 (IEr+1* - [Er_|?) (7.3.17)
2nr
As in the normal incidence case, the structure of the matching matrix (7.3.11) implies

that (7.3.17) is conserved across the interface.

7.4 Fresnel Reflection Coefficients

We look now at the specifics of the Fresnel coefficients (7.3.12) for the two polarization
cases. Inserting the two possible definitions (7.2.13) for the transverse refractive indices,
we can express pr in terms of the incident and refracted angles:
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’

n n
cos® cos@’ _ hcosO —n'cos0
n n' ncos @ + n’ cos@

+
cos@ cosO’

Pt™ =

(7.4.1)

ncos @ — n’ cos 6’

[ ) e ———
ncos @ + n’ cos 6’

We note that for normal incidence, 6 = 6’ = 0, they both reduce to the usual
reflection coefficient p = (n —n’)/(n + n’).t Using Snel’s law, nsin @ = n’sin @', and
some trigonometric identities, we may write Egs. (7.4.1) in a number of equivalent ways.
In terms of the angle of incidence only, we have:

7N\ 2 7\ 2
n—) —sin’ 6 — (n—) cos @
Pt™M = n n
7N\ 2 7N\ 2
(n—> —sin® 0 + (n—) cos 0
V\n n

(7.4.2)
7\ 2
cos 0 — ( ) —sin® @

PTE = —
COSQ+1/< )fsinze

Note that at grazing angles of incidence, & — 90°, the reflection coefficients tend to
prv — 1 and pr — —1, regardless of the refractive indices n, n’. One consequence of
this property is in wireless communications where the effect of the ground reflections
causes the power of the propagating radio wave to attenuate with the fourth (instead
of the second) power of the distance, thus, limiting the propagation range (see Example
19.3.5.)

We note also that Egs. (7.4.1) and (7.4.2) remain valid when one or both of the media
are lossy. For example, if the right medium is lossy with complex refractive index n; =
n, — jnj, then, Snel’s law, nsin @ = n/ sin 0’, is still valid but with a complex-valued 6’
and (7.4.2) remains the same with the replacement n’ — n. The third way of expressing
the ps is in terms of 0, 6" only, without the n,n’:

3=

S

3|

sin20’ —sin20  tan(0’ - 0)
sin260’ +sin20  tan(6’ + 0)

sin(0’ — 0)

E™ $in(0’ + 0)

Pt™
(7.4.3)

Fig. 7.4.1 shows the special case of an air-dielectric interface. If the incident wave is
from the air side, then Eq. (7.4.2) gives with n = 1, n’ = ng, where ngy is the (possibly
complex-valued) refractive index of the dielectric:

TSome references define pry with the opposite sign. Our convention was chosen because it has the
expected limit at normal incidence.
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\[n3 — sin® @ — n? cos 0 cos 0 — \n3 —sin” 0
P1M = 5 p y PTE= > (7.4.4)
\Jn3 — sin? 0 + n3 cos 0 cos 0 + +/n5 — sin® O

If the incident wave is from inside the dielectric, then we set n = ng and n’ = 1:

\nz% —sin? @ — nz%cos 0 cos @ — \ngz? — sin® 0
Prm = 5 - 5 y PTE= 5 - (7.4.5)
\ng* —sin® 0 + ng* cos 0 cos 0 ++/nz* — sin® 0

ng g

air air
0 0

Fig. 7.4.1 Air-dielectric interfaces.

The MATLAB function fresnel calculates the expressions (7.4.2) for any range of
values of 6. Its usage is as follows:

[rtm,rte] = fresnel(na,nb,theta); % Fresnel reflection coefficients

7.5 Maximum Angle and Critical Angle

As the incident angle 0 varies over 0 < € < 90°, the angle of refraction 6’ will have
a corresponding range of variation. It can be determined by solving for 6’ from Snel’s
law, nsin® = n’'sin 0":

r n .
sin @’ = w sin 0 (7.5.1)

If n < n’ (we assume lossless dielectrics here,) then Eq. (7.5.1) implies that sin 6’ =
(n/n")sin@ < sin @, or 6’ < 0. Thus, if the incident wave is from a lighter to a denser
medium, the refracted angle is always smaller than the incident angle. The maximum
value of 0’, denoted here by 67, is obtained when 60 has its maximum, 8 = 90°:

sin 9; = nﬂ (maximum angle of refraction) (7.5.2)

’




250 7. Oblique Incidence

: 90°
Oc
n|n n|n'
n<n' n>n'

Fig. 7.5.1 Maximum angle of refraction and critical angle of incidence.

Thus, the angle ranges are 0 < 6 < 90° and 0 < 0’ < 0. Fig. 7.5.1 depicts this case,
as well as the case n > n’.

On the other hand, if n > n’, and the incident wave is from a denser onto a lighter
medium, then sin@’ = (n/n’)sin@ > sin@, or 0’ > 0. Therefore, 60’ will reach the
maximum value of 90° before € does. The corresponding maximum value of 0 satisfies
Snel’s law, nsin 0. = n’ sin(1r/2)= n’, or,

’

sinf. = % (critical angle of incidence) (7.5.3)

This angle is called the critical angle of incidence. If the incident wave were from the
right, 0, would be the maximum angle of refraction according to the above discussion.

If 6 < O, there is normal refraction into the lighter medium. But, if 6 exceeds 6,
the incident wave cannot be refracted and gets completely reflected back into the denser
medium. This phenomenon is called total internal reflection. Because n’/n = sin 0., we
may rewrite the reflection coefficients (7.4.2) in the form:

\/sin® 0. — sin® O — sin? O, cos O cos 0 — /sin® 0. — sin® O
Prm = > > ) y PTE= > >
y/sin® O, — sin“ 0 + sin- O, cos O cos 0 + 4/sin” O, — sin- O

When 0 < 0, the reflection coefficients are real-valued. At 0 = 0., they have the
values, pry = —1 and prg = 1. And, when 0 > 6., they become complex-valued with
unit magnitude. Indeed, switching the sign under the square roots, we have in this case:

—j4/sin O — sin® O — sin® O cos O cos 0 + ja/sin® O — sin® O

Pt = - - - y PTE= - -
—j+/sin? 6 — sin® O + sin® O cos O cos @ — j/sin® @ — sin® O,

where we used the evanescent definition of the square root as discussed in Egs. (7.7.9)
and (7.7.10), that is, we made the replacement

\/sin® O, — sin® @ — —jy/sin®> @ —sin®> 0., for O = O,
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Both expressions for pr are the ratios of a complex number and its conjugate, and
therefore, they are unimodular, |pmm| = |p1el = 1, for all values of 6 > 0.. The interface
becomes a perfect mirror, with zero transmittance into the lighter medium.

When 6 > 0, the fields on the right side of the interface are not zero, but do not
propagate away to the right. Instead, they decay exponentially with the distance z. There
is no transfer of power (on the average) to the right. To understand this behavior of the
fields, we consider the solutions given in Egs. (7.2.18) and (7.2.20), with no incident field
from the right, that is, with A” = B” = 0.

The longitudinal wavenumber in the right medium, k’,, can be expressed in terms of
the angle of incidence 6 as follows. We have from Eq. (7.1.7):

2 012 12 _ 212
ks + k& = k* = n°k§
2 2 2 21,2
k,"” +ky'“ =k'* =n"k§
Because, kj = kx = ksin 6 = nkg sin 6, we may solve for k, to get:
k? = n"?k3 — ki? = n"?k3 — k2 = n'’k3 — n®k3sin® 0 = k3 (n'? — n®sin’ 0)

or, replacing n’ = nsin 6., we find:

k2? = n%k3(sin® 0. — sin 0) (7.5.4)

If 6 < 0., the wavenumber k, is real-valued and corresponds to ordinary propa-
gating fields that represent the refracted wave. But if 0 > 0., we have k> < 0 and k/,
becomes pure imaginary, say k, = —j_,. The z-dependence of the fields on the right of
the interface will be:

e Ikez = pmyz !, = nkgy/sin® @ — sin® O,

Such exponentially decaying fields are called evanescent waves because they are
effectively confined to within a few multiples of the distance z = 1/ «/, (the penetration
length) from the interface.

The maximum value of &/, or equivalently, the smallest penetration length 1/, is
achieved when 0 = 90°, resulting in:

ey = Nkoy/1 — sin? 0, = nkg cos . = kovn? — n'2

Inspecting Egs. (7.2.20), we note that the factor cos 8’ becomes pure imaginary be-
cause cos? 0’ =1—sin’?0’ =1 — (n/n')%sin® 0 = 1 — sin? 6/ sin? O, < 0, for O = 0.
Therefore for either the TE or TM case, the transverse components Et and H7 will
have a 90° phase difference, which will make the time-average power flow into the right
medium zero: P, = Re(ETH})/2 = 0.

Example 7.5.1: Determine the maximum angle of refraction and critical angle of reflection for
(a) an air-glass interface and (b) an air-water interface. The refractive indices of glass and
water at optical frequencies are: Ngjass = 1.5 and Ryager = 1.333.
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Solution: There is really only one angle to determine, because if n = 1 and n’ = Ngjass, then
sin(6;)= n/n’" = 1/Ngiass, and if N = Ngaes and n’ = 1, then, sin(0c)= n'/n = 1/Ngass.
Thus, 0, = 0.:

1
0. = asi (—) =41.8°
¢ = asin 15
For the air-water case, we have:

0. = asin( ) = 48.6°

L
1.333

The refractive index of water at radio frequencies and below is Nyater = 9 approximately.
The corresponding critical angle is 6, = 6.4°. O

Example 7.5.2: Prisms. Glass prisms with 45° angles are widely used in optical instrumentation
for bending light beams without the use of metallic mirrors. Fig. 7.5.2 shows two examples.

450 450

Fig. 7.5.2 Prisms using total internal reflection.

In both cases, the incident beam hits an internal prism side at an angle of 45°, which is
greater than the air-glass critical angle of 41.8°. Thus, total internal reflection takes place
and the prism side acts as a perfect mirror. m|

Example 7.5.3: Optical Manhole. Because the air-water interface has 6. = 48.6°, if we were to
view a water surface from above the water, we could only see inside the water within the
cone defined by the maximum angle of refraction.

Conversely, were we to view the surface of the water from underneath, we would see the
air side only within the critical angle cone, as shown in Fig. 7.5.3. The angle subtended by
this cone is 2x48.6 = 97.2°.

air

water .-~

Fig. 7.5.3 Underwater view of the outside world.

The rays arriving from below the surface at an angle greater than 0. get totally reflected.
But because they are weak, the body of water outside the critical cone will appear dark.
The critical cone is known as the “optical manhole” [50]. [}
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Example 7.5.4: Apparent Depth. Underwater objects viewed from the outside appear to be
closer to the surface than they really are. The apparent depth of the object depends on
our viewing angle. Fig. 7.5.4 shows the geometry of the incident and refracted rays.

. 0
air ‘ x
water A

2y
L z
,,,,,, _—

Fig. 7.5.4 Apparent depth of underwater object.

Let O be the viewing angle and let z and z’ be the actual and apparent depths. Our perceived
depth corresponds to the extension of the incident ray at angle 6. From the figure, we have:
z =xcot0" and z' = xcot 6. It follows that:

, cot@ sin 0’ cos 0

z
cot9’ sin 0 cos 0’

Using Snel’s law sin 0/ sin 0" = n’/n = Nyater, we eventually find:

, cos 0
7=
N2 ater — SiN° 6
At normal incidence, we have z’ = z/nyater = 2/1.333 = 0.752Z.

Reflection and refraction phenomena are very common in nature. They are responsible for
the twinkling and aberration of stars, the flattening of the setting sun and moon, mirages,
rainbows, and countless other natural phenomena. Four wonderful expositions of such
effects are in Refs. [50-53]. See also the web page [1334]. [}

Example 7.5.5: Optical Fibers. Total internal reflection is the mechanism by which light is
guided along an optical fiber. Fig. 7.5.5 shows a step-index fiber with refractive index
ny surrounded by cladding material of index n. < ny.

N\ Mg | ne cladding
N

fiber

Fig. 7.5.5 Launching a beam into an optical fiber.

If the angle of incidence on the fiber-cladding interface is greater than the critical angle,
then total internal reflection will take place. The figure shows a beam launched into the
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fiber from the air side. The maximum angle of incidence 6, must be made to correspond to
the critical angle 6. of the fiber-cladding interface. Using Snel’s laws at the two interfaces,
we have:

. nr . . n
sin0, = ar sin@,, sinf,=—<
Ng ny

Noting that 0, = 90° — 0., we find:
ny ny , ng — ng
sin0, = n— cos 0. = n—\ll —sin? 0, = L
a a a

For example, with n, = 1, ny = 1.49, and n. = 1.48, we find 6, = 83.4° and 6, = 9.9°. The
angle 0, is called the acceptance angle, and the quantity NA = 1/n,% — n?, the numerical
aperture of the fiber. m]

Example 7.5.6: Fresnel Rhomb. The Fresnel rhomb is a glass prism depicted in Fig. 7.5.6 that

acts as a 90° retarder. It converts linear polarization into circular. Its advantage over the
birefringent retarders discussed in Sec. 4.1 is that it is frequency-independent or achro-
matic.

circularly
polarized

linearly
polarized ~"9(°

Fig. 7.5.6 Fresnel rhomb.

Assuming a refractive index n = 1.51, the critical angle is 0, = 41.47°. The angle of the
rhomb, 6 = 54.6°, is also the angle of incidence on the internal side. This angle has been
chosen such that, at each total internal reflection, the relative phase between the TE and
TM polarizations changes by 45°, so that after two reflections it changes by 90°.

The angle of the rhomb can be determined as follows. For 6 > 0., the reflection coefficients
can be written as the unimodular complex numbers:

1+ jx 1 + jxn? \/sin? 0 — sin? 0,
= s =-——, = 7.5.5
P 1—jx P 1 — jxn? X cos 0 ( )

where sin 6, = 1/n. It follows that:
PIE= ezj(l/TE’ Prv = e/ H2jWn
where (15, W1y are the phase angles of the numerators, that is,
tanyYre =X, tanWqy = xn°
The relative phase change between the TE and TM polarizations will be:

PIM _ p2jpm-2jgreim
PTE
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It is enough to require that ¢/ — Y1 = 11/8 because then, after two reflections, we will
have a 90° change:

P _ s

2
P\ _ @I/ _ T2
PTE

PTE

From the design condition ¢y — Y 1z = 7/8, we obtain the required value of x and then
of 0. Using a trigonometric identity, we have:

2

tanyY vy — tan Y re Xn< —Xx T
t - = - — % tan(—
an(WTM l,UTE) 1+ tan Yy tan Yrg 1 + n2x2 an( 8 )
This gives the quadratic equation for x:
1 1 1 cos® @
2 2 C .2

X——(1- 5)x+ 5 =x"————x+sin“0, =0 7.5.6

tan (17/8) ( n2) n? tan(717/8) Ve ( )

Inserting the two solutions of (7.5.6) into Eq. (7.5.5), we may solve for sin 8, obtaining two
possible solutions for 0:

X% + sin® @
sin@ = | XS Ye (7.5.7)
x2+1
We may also eliminate x and express the design condition directly in terms of 6:
cos 0+/sin® O — sin® 0 T
¢ =tan(~) (7.5.8)

. a
sin® 0 8
However, the two-step process is computationally more convenient. For n = 1.51, we find
the two roots of Eq. (7.5.6): x = 0.822 and x = 0.534. Then, (7.5.7) gives the two values
0 = 54.623° and 0 = 48.624°. The rhomb could just as easily be designed with the second
value of 0.
For n = 1.50, we find the angles 6 = 53.258° and 50.229°. For n = 1.52, we have
0 = 55.458° and 47.553°. See Problem 7.5 for an equivalent approach. m]

Example 7.5.7: Goos-Hciinchen Effect. When a beam of light is reflected obliquely from a denser-

to-rarer interface at an angle greater than the TIR angle, it suffers a lateral displacement,
relative to the ordinary reflected ray, known as the Goos-Héanchen shift, as shown Fig. 7.5.7.

Let n, n’ be the refractive indices of the two media with n > n’, and consider first the case
of ordinary reflection at an incident angle 6y < .. For a plane wave with a free-space
wavenumber ko = w/cy and wavenumber components ky = kon sin 8y, k; = kon cos 9,
the corresponding incident, reflected, and transmitted transverse electric fields will be:

Ei(x,z) = e hxgkez

E,(x,2) = p(ky) e kxxgtikez

Ei(x,2) = Tk e e o, k; = \kin? - K
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shifted ray

ordinary reflected ray

Goos-Hanchen shift
/

incident ray

Fig. 7.5.7 Goos-Hanchen shift, with n, > n, and 6y > 0..

where p(ky) and T (ky) =1 + p(ky) are the transverse reflection and transmission coeffi-
cients, viewed as functions of ky. For TE and TM polarizations, p (kx) is given by

k; — Kk, k,n% —k,n"?
= 7 r(ky) = 5"

Kk, PmRI= G o

pre(ky)

Abeam can be made up by forming a linear combination of such plane waves having a small
spread of angles about 6. For example, consider a second plane wave with wavenumber
components ky + Akyx and k, + Ak,. These must satisfy (ky + Aky)?+(k, + Ak,)%=
k2 + k2 = k3n?, or to lowest order in Aky,

kxAkx + k;Ak; =0 = Ak, = —Aky ’I:—X = —Akytan 6,

Z

Similarly, we have for the transmitted wavenumber Ak}, = —Aky tan 6;,, where 6, is given
by Snel’s law, nsin 0y = n’sin 0. The incident, reflected, and transmitted fields will be
given by the sum of the two plane waves:

Ei(x,2) = e Ikxxg=jkzz | o= (kx+Akx)X p=jkz+4kz)z

e
E, (X,Z) — p(kx)e—jkxxeﬂ'kzz +p(kx +Akx)e—j(kX+AkX)xe+j(kz+Akz)z

E(x,2) = T(ky) e TRXeIKe? 4 1 (ky + Aky) @7 kit Sk g (K +aki) 2

Replacing Ak, = —Aky tan 0y and Ak, = —Ak, tan 0, we obtain:
E,‘(X,Z) — e—jkxxe—jkzz[l + e—jAkX(x—ztanGQ)]
Er(x,2) = e o¥etkaZ [ p(ky) +p (ky + Aky) e FAkx (xeztanfo) | (7.5.9)

Eq(x,2) = e TXe IKa [ (ky) +7 (ky + Aky) @ 3k (x-ztan o) |

The incidence angle of the second wave is 6y + A0, where A0 is obtained by expanding
kx + Aky = konsin(0y + AQ) to first order, or, Aky = koncos 0y AQ. If we assume that
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change and therefore we can set p (kyx + Aky) =~ p(kx). Similarly, in the transmitted field
we may set T (ky + Aky) =~ T (ky). Thus, when 6 < 0, Eq. (7.5.9) reads approximately

Ei(X,Z) — e—jkxxe—jkzz [1 + e—jAkx(x—ztan()o)]
Er(x,2) = p(ky) e kxxetikaz[] 1 gidkx(x+ztan0o) ] (7.5.10)
E(x,2) = T(kx)e—jkxxe—jk'zz [1 + e—jAkx(x—ztan%)]

Noting that |1 + e /4kx(®-ztan0o) | < 2 with equality achieved when x — ztan 6y = 0, it

follows that the intensities of these waves are maximized along the ordinary geometric
rays defined by the beam angles 0, and 6y, that is, along the straight lines:

x—ztanfOy =0, incident ray
X+ ztanOp =0, reflected ray (7.5.11)
Xx—ztanO; =0, transmitted ray

On the other hand, if 0o > 0., and 0g + AQO > 0., the reflection coefficients become
unimodular complex numbers, as in Eq. (7.5.5). Writing p (ky) = e/®&x) Eq. (7.5.9) gives:

Ey (x,2) = e ke tikez [pib (k) 4 oith (K +aKn) o =jakx (x+21an 00) | (7.5.12)

Introducing the Taylor series expansion, ¢ (ky + Aky) = ¢ (ky) +Aky ¢’ (kx), we obtain:

Ey (x,2) = ef# ko) gmiknxgrikez ] 1 oiBknd’ (kn) =ik (x+21an 00) |

Setting xo = ¢’ (ky), we have:

E, (X,Z): ej(b(kx>e—jkxxe+jkzz[1 + e—jAkx(x—onrztanHo)] (7.5.13)

This implies that the maximum intensity of the reflected beam will now be along the shifted
ray defined by:
X —Xo+ ztan0y = 0, shifted reflected ray (7.5.14)

Thus, the origin of the Goos-Hanchen shift can be traced to the relative phase shifts arising
from the reflection coefficients in the plane-wave components making up the beam. The
parallel displacement, denoted by D in Fig. 7.5.7, is related to xo by D = Xq cos 6. Noting
that dkyx = kon cos 0 d0, we obtain

_ dp _ 1 d¢
b =cos0o y = kon do

(Goos-Hanchen shift) (7.5.15)

0o

Using Eq. (7.5.5), we obtain the shifts for the TE and TM cases:
2 sin 9(] VIIZDTE

y D= — .
k()}’l sin? 90—81112 9(‘ (n2 + 1) sin’ 90*"2

These expressions are not valid near the critical angle 8, ~ 6. because then the Taylor
series expansion for ¢ (ky) cannot be justified. ]

D= (7.5.16)

Besides its use in optical fibers, total internal reflection has several other applications
[539-575], such as internal reflection spectroscopy, chemical and biological sensors,
fingerprint identification, surface plasmon resonance, and high resolution microscopy.

0o < O, as well as 09 + AO < O, then p(ky) and p(kyx + Aky) are both real-valued. It
follows that the two terms in the reflected wave E, (x, z) will differ by a small amplitude
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7.6 Brewster Angle

The Brewster angle is that angle of incidence at which the TM Fresnel reflection coef-
ficient vanishes, py = 0. The TE coefficient prr cannot vanish for any angle 0, for
non-magnetic materials. A scattering model of Brewster’s law is discussed in [676].
Fig. 7.6.1 depicts the Brewster angles from either side of an interface.

The Brewster angle is also called the polarizing angle because if a mixture of TM
and TE waves are incident on a dielectric interface at that angle, only the TE or perpen-
dicularly polarized waves will be reflected. This is not necessarily a good method of
generating polarized waves because even though p¢ is non-zero, it may be too small
to provide a useful amount of reflected power. Better polarization methods are based
on using (a) multilayer structures with alternating low/high refractive indices and (b)
birefringent and dichroic materials, such as calcite and polaroids.

Pra =k0
Piy=10
N v
A0 O\~
O ~ 05
n|n n|n'

Fig. 7.6.1 Brewster angles.

The Brewster angle 0 is determined by the condition, pry = 0, in Eq. (7.4.2). Setting
the numerator of that expression to zero, we have:

7\ 2 7\ 2
(”—) —sin? 0 = (n—) cos Op (7.6.1)
n n

After some algebra, we obtain the alternative expressions:

7 ’

n n
sinfg = ——| < |tanOp = " (Brewster angle) (7.6.2)

vVn? +n’?

Similarly, the Brewster angle 0 from the other side of the interface is:

n n
sinfy = ———| < |tan0z=— Brewster angle 7.6.3
B \/W B n ( gle) ( )
The angle 0 is related to 6 by Snel’s law, n’ sin 0 = nsin g, and corresponds
to zero reflection from that side, p; = —pmr = 0. A consequence of Eq. (7.6.2) is that
0p = 90° — OF, or, O + 05 = 90°. Indeed,
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sin Op n’  sin0p
=tanfp = — = ——
cos Op n sinfy

which implies cos 0 = sin 03, or O = 90° — 0%. The same conclusion can be reached
immediately from Eq. (7.4.3). Because, 65 — Op # 0, the only way for the ratio of the
two tangents to vanish is for the denominator to be infinity, that is, tan(65 + 6p) = oo,
or, O + 05 = 90°.

As shown in Fig. 7.6.1, the angle of the refracted ray with the would-be reflected ray
is 90°. Indeed, this angle is 180° — (63 + 65) = 180° — 90° = 90°.

The TE reflection coefficient at O can be calculated very simply by using Eq. (7.6.1)
into (7.4.2). After canceling a common factor of cos 0, we find:

n/Z
)
p1e(0p) = n/ B -1 (7.6.4)

n\> n2+n?
1+(—)
n

Example 7.6.1: Brewster angles for water. The Brewster angles from the air and the water sides
of an air-water interface are:

1.333 ,
Op = atan <T> =53.1°, 0= atan( =36.9°

)
1.333

We note that 05 + 05 = 90°. At RF, the refractive index is Nyarer = 9 and we find 65 = 83.7°
and 03 = 6.3°. We also find prx(0p)= —0.2798 and |pr£(05)|%> = 0.0783/ Thus, for TE
waves, only 7.83% of the incident power gets reflected at the Brewster angle. m]

Example 7.6.2: Brewster Angles for Glass. The Brewster angles for the two sides of an air-glass
interface are:

1.5 , 1
Op = atan(T) =56.3°, 0= atan<ﬁ) =33.7°

Fig. 7.6.2 shows the reflection coefficients |pr(0) |, |p£(0) | as functions of the angle of
incidence 0 from the air side, calculated with the MATLAB function fresneTl.

Both coefficients start at their normal-incidence value |p| = |(1 — 1.5)/(1 + 1.5)] = 0.2
and tend to unity at grazing angle 6 = 90°. The TM coefficient vanishes at the Brewster
angle 05 = 56.3°.

The right graph in the figure depicts the reflection coefficients |p7,(0") |, |pE(0")| as
functions of the incidence angle 0’ from the glass side. Again, the TM coefficient vanishes
at the Brewster angle 03 = 33.7°. The typical MATLAB code for generating this graph was:

na =1; nb = 1.5;

[thb,thc] = brewster(na,nb);
th = Tlinspace(0,90,901);
[rte,rtm] = fresnel(na,nb,th);
plot(th,abs(rtm), th,abs(rte));

% calculate Brewster angle
% equally-spaced angles at 0.1° intervals
% Fresnel reflection coefficients
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Air to Glass Glass to Air

Fig. 7.6.2 TM and TE reflection coefficients versus angle of incidence.

The critical angle of reflection is in this case 0, = asin(1/1.5)= 41.8°. As soon as 0’
exceeds 0, both coefficients become complex-valued with unit magnitude.

The value of the TE reflection coefficient at the Brewster angle is prr = —p7 = —0.38,
and the TE reflectance |pg|? = 0.144, or 14.4 percent. This is too small to be useful for
generating TE polarized waves by reflection.

Two properties are evident from Fig. 7.6.2. One is that |pry| < |prz| for all angles of
incidence. The other is that 03 < 0. Both properties can be proved in general. O

Example 7.6.3: Lossy dielectrics. The Brewster angle loses its meaning if one of the media is
lossy. For example, assuming a complex refractive index for the dielectric, ng = n, — jn;,
we may still calculate the reflection coefficients from Eq. (7.4.4). It follows from Eq. (7.6.2)
that the Brewster angle 0 will be complex-valued.

Fig. 7.6.3 shows the TE and TM reflection coefficients versus the angle of incidence 6 (from
air) for the two cases ng = 1.50 — 0.15j and ng = 1.50 — 0.30j and compares them with
the lossless case of ng = 1.5. (The values for n; were chosen only for plotting purposes
and have no physical significance.)

The curves retain much of their lossless shape, with the TM coefficient having a minimum
near the lossless Brewster angle. The larger the extinction coefficient n;, the larger the
deviation from the lossless case. In the next section, we discuss reflection from lossy
media in more detail. m]

7.7 Complex Waves

In this section, we discuss some examples of complex waves that appear in oblique
incidence problems. We consider the cases of (a) total internal reflection, (b) reflection
from and refraction into a lossy medium, (c) the Zenneck surface wave, and (d) surface
plasmons. Further details may be found in [893-900] and [1140].

Because the wave numbers become complex-valued, e.g., k = B — j&, the angle of
refraction and possibly the angle of incidence may become complex-valued. To avoid
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Lossy Dielectric Lossy Dielectric

1 ng=150-0.155 1

ng=150-0.30] ;
— ™ 4 — ™
08 lossless ‘/ 08 lossless e

Fig. 7.6.3 TM and TE reflection coefficients for lossy dielectric.

unnecessary complex algebra, it proves convenient to recast impedances, reflection co-
efficients, and field expressions in terms of wavenumbers. This can be accomplished by
making substitutions such as cos 8 = k,/k and sin 0 = ky/k.

Using the relationships kn = wu and k/n = we, we may rewrite the TE and TM
transverse impedances in the forms:

n__nk_owu

= 1~ _ nkz _ ks
™ 050 k, k,’

Nty =ncosf = K - e (7.7.1)

We consider an interface geometry as shown in Fig. 7.1.1 and assume that there are
no incident fields from the right of the interface. Snel’s law implies that ky = kj, where
kx = ksin@ = w. /o€ sin O, if the incident angle is real-valued.

Assuming non-magnetic media from both sides of an interface (u = u’ = pg), the TE
and TM transverse reflection coefficients will take the forms:

rlil‘EfnTE kz*klz rICI‘M*nTM k’ZG*kZ(—I,
= = T == =3 , (7.7.2)
pre Ne+nre kz+kz P N+ N kze + ke
The corresponding transmission coefficients will be:
2k, 2k’ e
Tre=1+ = - Ty=1+ = —Z 7.7.3
TE P1E K, + K, ™ P1M Koe + ke ( )

We can now rewrite Egs. (7.2.18) and (7.2.20) in terms of transverse amplitudes and
transverse reflection and transmission coefficients. Defining Eg = A, cos 6 or Eq = B
in the TM or TE cases and replacing tan 6 = kx/k,, tan 0’ = ky,/k;, = kx/k;, we have for
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the TE case for the fields at the left and right sides of the interface:

E(r) = yEo[e /%% + pypelker] ek

H(r) = o [(—f{ + kx 2) ek 4 pop ()"( + Ky 2) eikfz] e Jkxx
nre k k

z Z

TE 7.74
E'(r) =y Ty Ege /K7 e /b e
, E ~ Ky . T
H (r) = TEEO (—x+ —’,‘z) e ka2 gmJkix
Nre kz
and for the TM case:
& kx —jkzz & kx . jkzz | ,—jkxX
E(r) = Ey X— — e Kz +popm|X+ -2 elkzZ | o 7JRx
k, k
~ EO —jk,z ik,z7 ,—jkxX
H(r):yi[e‘fz 7pTMeJZ]eJx
nmm
(TM) (7.7.5)

, kel s
E'(r) =tmEp (X— k—i‘z) oIk 7 g =jkxx
z

~TmvEo g,
H,(I‘) =y n’ e szze Jkxx
™

Equations (7.7.4) and (7.7.5) are dual to each other, as are Egs. (7.7.1). They transform
into each other under the duality transformation E — H, H - —E, € — u, and 4 — €.
See Sec. 17.2 for more on the concept of duality.

In all of our complex-wave examples, the transmitted wave will be complex with
K =kxx+ky,z =B —jo’ = (Bx—jox)X+ (B, —jo,) 2. This must satisfy the constraint
K - K = w?upe’. Thus, the space dependence of the transmitted fields will have the
general form:

o IKuZ oikxX _ o= (BL=i0)Z o= (Bx=in)X _ o= (,z+0xX) o= (ByZ+BxX) (7.7.6)

For the wave to attenuate at large distances into the right medium, it is required that
o, > 0. Except for the Zenneck-wave case, which has «x > 0, all other examples will
have oy = 0, corresponding to a real-valued wavenumber k, = ky = By. Fig. 7.7.1 shows
the constant-amplitude and constant-phase planes within the transmitted medium de-
fined, respectively, by:

&,Z + KxX = const., B,z + BxXx = const. (7.7.7)

As shown in the figure, the corresponding angles ¢ and  that the vectors ' and
o’ form with the z-axis are given by:

tan¢ = B tany = 0(7 (7.7.8)

Px =X
Bz’ Xz
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X A

phase planes

amplitude planes

€€

Fig. 7.7.1 Constant-phase and constant-amplitude planes for the transmitted wave.

The wave numbers k,, k/, are related to ky through
k2 = w?ue - k3, k= w?ue —k2

In calculating k, and k/, by taking square roots of the above expressions, it is neces-
sary, in complex-waves problems, to get the correct signs of their imaginary parts, such
that evanescent waves are described correctly. This leads us to define an “evanescent”
square root as follows. Let € = eg — jey with €; > 0 for an absorbing medium, then

Jw?u(eg — jer)—kz, if € #0

k; = sqrte(w?p (eg — jer) —k3) = (7.7.9)

—j\Jk% — w2peg, if =0

If €; = 0 and w?peg — k2 > 0, then the two expressions give the same answer. But if
€r = 0 and w?ueg — k,% < 0, then k is correctly calculated from the second expression.
The MATLAB function sqrte.m implements the above definition. It is defined by

—jvlzl, if Re(z)< 0 and Im(z)=0

Jz therwi (evanescent SQRT) (7.7.10)
z, otherwise

y = sqrte(z) = {

Some examples of the issues that arise in taking such square roots are elaborated in
the next few sections.

7.8 Total Internal Reflection

We already discussed this case in Sec. 7.5. Here, we look at it from the point of view of
complex-waves. Both media are assumed to be lossless, but with € > €’. The angle of
incidence 6 will be real, so that k;, = kx = ksin@ and k, = kcos 0, with k = w./lE.
Setting k), = B, — jot,, we have the constraint equation:

K2+kZ?=kK? = k2= (B,—-jou,)?=w’ue — k3= w?uo(e — €sin®0)
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which separates into the real and imaginary parts:

2 - a? = w?pg (€' — esin® @) = k2 (sin 0, — sin® 0)

o (7.8.1)
O(sz =0

where we set sin? @, = €'/€ and k? = w?pge. This has two solutions: (a) &, = 0 and
B2 = k?(sin? 0. — sin? 0), valid when 0 < 0., and (b) B, = 0 and «}? = k?(sin? 0 —
sin® 0.), valid when 6 > 0.

Case (a) corresponds to ordinary refraction into the right medium, and case (b), to
total internal reflection. In the latter case, we have k, = —j«, and the TE and TM
reflection coefficients (7.7.2) become unimodular complex numbers:

kK, kot _ kie—kze _ ky€ +jule
PrE k;+kz k,—joz’ p™ kze + k€’ k€ — joze

The complete expressions for the fields are given by Eqgs. (7.7.4) or (7.7.5). The prop-
agation phase factor in the right medium will be in case (b):

e—jk’,ze—jkxx _ e—zx;ze—jkxx

Thus, the constant-phase planes are the constant-x planes (¢p = 90°), or, the yz-
planes. The constant-amplitude planes are the constant-z planes (¢ = 0°), or, the xy-
planes, as shown in Fig. 7.8.1.

XA
{; phase planes
/
> X'
» 7
0
k
amplitude planes
€|€

Fig. 7.8.1 Constant-phase and constant-amplitude planes for total internal reflection (0 > 0.).

7.9 Oblique Incidence on a Lossy Medium
Here, we assume a lossless medium on the left side of the interface and a lossy one, such

as a conductor, on the right. The effective dielectric constant €’ of the lossy medium is
specified by its real and imaginary parts, as in Eq. (2.6.2):

€=€;—-J (e"i’ + %) =€p —Je; (7.9.1)
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Equivalently, we may characterize the lossy medium by the real and imaginary parts
of the wavenumber k', using Eq. (2.6.12):

k' =B —jo’ = w\uo€’ = wnpo (€ — je€r) (7.9.2)

In the left medium, the wavenumber is real with components ky = ksin@, k, =
kcos 0, with k = w,/Hp€. In the lossy medium, the wavenumber is complex-valued with
components k = ky and k), = B/, — jo},. Using Eq. (7.9.2) in the condition kK’ - kK" = k’?,
we obtain:

KZ2+kZ2=k? = K+ B, —Jjo,)%= (B —jo')?= w?uo(er —je;)  (7.9.3)
which separates into its real and imaginary parts:
2w =B% - &% -k =w?poek — k3 = w?uo (e — €sin® @) = Dy
(7.9.4)

2B,00, = 2B &’ = w?pg€e; = Dy

where we replaced k2 = k?sin® @ = w?o€ sin? 0. The solutions of Egs. (7.9.4) leading
to a non-negative ,, are:

1/2 1/2
, \/D% + D? + Dg , \JD% + D? — Dg
Be=|"——F | > =" (7.9.5)

For MATLAB implementation, it is simpler to solve Eq. (7.9.3) directly as a complex
square root (but see also Eq. (7.9.10)):

K, = B, — jo, = k2 — K& = \[w?po (g — jep) ki = D = jDr (7.9.6)

Egs. (7.9.5) define completely the reflection coefficients (7.7.2) and the field solutions
for both TE and TM waves given by Egs. (7.7.4) and (7.7.5). Within the lossy medium the
transmitted fields will have space-dependence:

e’jklzze’jkxx — e"xlzze’j(ﬁ,zz+kxx)

The fields attenuate exponentially with distance z. The constant phase and ampli-
tude planes are shown in Fig. 7.9.1.

For the reflected fields, the TE and TM reflection coefficients are given by Egs. (7.7.2).
If the incident wave is linearly polarized having both TE and TM components, the corre-
sponding reflected wave will be elliptically polarized because the ratio pyy/prr is now
complex-valued. Indeed, using the relationships k2 + k2 = w? o€ and k2 +k}? = w? o€’
in ppy of Eq. (7.7.2), it can be shown that (see Problem 7.5):

o ksk, — ki k,—ksin@tan6 B, —jo, —ksin6 tan6
pre kyki, + k3 ki +ksinOtan® B, —jo, + ksin 6 tan 6

(7.9.7)

In the case of a lossless medium, €’ = € and €; = 0, Eq. (7.9.5) gives:

Bl - / |DR|2+ Dg o= /|DR|2— Dgr (7.9.8)
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Fig. 7.9.1 Constant-phase and constant-amplitude planes for refracted wave.

If € > €, then Dg = w?po(ep — €sin? @) is positive for all angles @, and (7.9.8)
gives the expected result B, = \/Dg = w+/Ho (€; — €sin? ) and «, = 0.

On the other hand, in the case of total internal reflection, that is, when e}z < €, the
quantity Dy is positive for angles 6 < 6., and negative for 0 > 0., where the critical
angle is defined through €} = €sin® 0. so that Dg = w?u (sin® O, —sin® 0). Egs. (7.9.8)
still give the right answers, that is, 8, = |Dgr| and &, = 0, if 6 < 6, and B, = 0 and
o, =+/|Dgl,if 0 > O,.

For the case of a very good conductor, we have €; > €y, or D; > |Dg|, and
Egs. (7.9.5) give B}, ~ &, =~ +/D/2, or

I 4 ’ 4 . O—
B0, =B ~o ~ provided — > 1 (7.9.9)
we
In this case, the angle of refraction ¢ for the phase vector B’ becomes almost zero

so that, regardless of the incidence angle 6, the phase planes are almost parallel to the
constant-z amplitude planes. Using Eq. (7.9.9), we have:

k JHo€ sin 0 2we
tan¢:l_w_ cWE no

B,  Jopgo/2

which is very small regardless of 0. For example, for copper (00 = 5.7x107 S/m) at 10
GHz, and air on the left side (€ = €g), we find v/2we/o = 1.4x107*.

Example 7.9.1: Fig. 7.9.2 shows the TM and TE reflection coefficients as functions of the inci-
dent angle 0, for an air-sea water interface at 100 MHz and 1 GHz. For the air side we
have € = €( and for the water side: € = 81¢y — jo/w, with 0 = 4 S/m, which gives
€ = (81—-71.9j)€p at 1 GHz and €' = (81 — 719j) €; at 100 MHz.

At 1 GHz, we calculate k' = w+/tpe’ = B’ — ja’ = 203.90 — 77.45j rad/m and k' =
B’ —jo’ = 42.04 — 37.57j rad/m at 100 MHz. The following MATLAB code was used to
carry out the calculations, using the formulation of this section:

ep0 = 8.854e-12; mu0 = 4*pi*le-7;
sigma = 4; f = 1e9; w = 2*pi*f;
epl = ep0; ep2 = 81*ep0 - j*sigma/w;
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Fig. 7.9.2 TM and TE reflection coefficients for air-water interface.

k1l = w*sqrt(muO*epl); k2 = w*sqrt(muO*ep2); % Eq. (7.9.2)
th = Tlinspace(0,90,901); thr = pi*th/180;

klx = kl*sin(thr); klz = kl*cos(thr);

k2z = sqrt(wA2*mu0*ep2 - k1x.A2); % Eq. (7.9.6)
rte = abs((klz - k2z)./(klz + k2z)); % Eq. (7.7.2)

rtm = abs((k2z*epl - klz*ep2)./(k2z*epl + klz*ep2));

plot(th,rtm, th,rte);

The TM reflection coefficient reaches a minimum at the pseudo-Brewster angles 84.5° and
87.9°, respectively for 1 GHz and 100 MHz.

The reflection coefficients py and p1g can just as well be calculated from Eq. (7.4.2), with
n=1andn’ = ./€' /€y, where for 1 GHz we have n’ = /81 — 71.9j = 9.73 — 3.69j, and for
100 MHz, n’ = \/81 — 719j = 20.06 — 17.92j. ]

In computing the complex square roots in Eq. (7.9.6), MATLAB usually gets the right
answer, that is, 8, > 0 and &/, > 0.

If €; > €, then Dg = w?pp (€} — €sin® ) is positive for all angles 0, and (7.9.6) may
be used without modification for any value of €;.

If € < € and €] > 0, then Eq. (7.9.6) still gives the correct algebraic signs for any
angle 0. But when €; = 0, that is, for a lossless medium, then D; = 0 and k), = /Dg.
For 0 > 0. we have Dg < 0 and MATLAB gives k}, = \/Dg = +/=|Dg| = j«/|IDgI, which
has the wrong sign for &, (we saw that Egs. (7.9.5) work correctly in this case.)

In order to coax MATLAB to produce the right algebraic sign for «, in all cases, we
may redefine Eq. (7.9.6) by using double conjugation:

K, = B, — jo. ( D D)+ * —jy/IDrl, ifDr=0andDg <0
M T
’ ’ ’ \/erI, otherwise

(7.9.10)
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One word of caution, however, is that current versions of MATLAB (ver. < 7.0) may
produce inconsistent results for (7.9.10) depending on whether Dj is a scalar or a vector
passing through zero. Compare, for example, the outputs from the statements:

DI
DI

0; kz
-1:1; kz

conj(sqrt(conj(-1 - j*DI)));
conj(sqrt(conj(-1 - j*DI)));

Note, however, that Eq. (7.9.10) does work correctly when Dy is a single scalar with
Dr being a vector of values, e.g., arising from a vector of angles 0.

Another possible alternative calculation is to add a small negative imaginary part to
the argument of the square root, for example with the MATLAB code:

kz = sqrt(DR-j*DI-j*realmin);

where realmin is MATLAB’s smallest positive floating point number (typically, equal
to 2.2251 x 107398) . This works well for all cases. Yet, a third alternative is to use
Eq. (7.9.6) and then reverse the signs whenever D; = 0 and D < 0, for example:

kz = sqrt(DR-j*DI);
kz(DI==0 & DR<0) = -kz(DI==0 & DR<0);

Next, we discuss briefly the energy flux into the lossy medium. It is given by the z-
component of the Poynting vector, P, = %i -Re(E X H*). For the TE case of Eq. (7.7.4),
we find at the two sides of the interface:

_ |Eol?
2wHo

p ’ |E |2 ’ — ’
k.(1-lprel®), P, = 2(1;)“0 B | TTel2e™2%:2 (7.9.11)

P,

where we replaced nrg = wpo/k; and N7 = wpe/k,. Thus, the transmitted power
attenuates with distance as the wave propagates into the lossy medium.

The two expressions match at the interface, expressing energy conservation, that is,
at z = 0, we have P, = P/, which follows from the condition (see Problem 7.7):

k, (1= 1p7el®) = BylTrel? (7.9.12)

Because the net energy flow is to the right in the transmitted medium, we must have
B, = 0. Because also k; > 0, then Eq. (7.9.12) implies that |prg| < 1. For the case of
total internal reflection, we have 8, = 0, which gives |prg| = 1. Similar conclusions can
be reached for the TM case of Eq. (7.7.5). The matching condition at the interface is now:

€rB + €1,

€
X TAE 2| T ml? (7.9.13)
z

el
1- 2) = Re (—,) Tml? =
K, ( [Pl ) K, | TTMl
Using the constraint w?uy€; = 28,00, it follows that the right-hand side will again
be proportional to 8, (with a positive proportionality coefficient.) Thus, the non-negative
sign of B/, implies that |pry| < 1.
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7.10 Zenneck Surface Wave

For a lossy medium €', the TM reflection coefficient cannot vanish for any real incident
angle 0 because the Brewster angle is complex valued: tan 6 = /€'/€ = /(e — j€7) /€.

However, pqy can vanish if we allow a complex-valued 0, or equivalently, a complex-
valued incident wavevector k = B — jot, even though the left medium is lossless. This
leads to the so-called Zenneck surface wave [32,893,894,900,1140].

The corresponding constant phase and amplitude planes in both media are shown
in Fig. 7.10.1. On the lossless side, the vectors B and & are necessarily orthogonal to
each other, as discussed in Sec. 2.11.

X A

phase planes

&/ amplitude planes

amplitude planes—" €€

Fig. 7.10.1 Constant-phase and constant-amplitude planes for the Zenneck wave.

We note that the TE reflection coefficient can never vanish (unless p # u’) because
this would require that k, = k,, which together with Snel’s law k; = kx, would imply
that k = k', which is impossible for distinct media.

For the TM case, the fields are given by Eq. (7.7.5) with ppy = 0 and Tqy = 1. The
condition pry = 0 requires that k€ = k,€’, which may be written in the equivalent form
k,k? = k,k’2. Together with k3 + k2 = k? and k2 + k2 = k’2, we have three equations
in the three complex unknowns ky, k, k;,. The solution is easily found to be:

’ 2 ’
LS S (7.10.1)

where k = w . /lig€ and k" = B’ — jo' = w+/Hp€’. These may be written in the form:

kx =

’

€€ € €
kx = w —, k;=w —, k, = Wl —— 7.10.2
X VHo et e z VHo cr e z Ho ra ( )
Using k;, = ky, the space-dependence of the fields at the two sides is as follows:
e kax+kyz) _ o= (0xX+22) o= (BxX+B;2) for z <0
e—j(k;x+k’,z) _ e—(zxxx+o(;z)e—j([§xx+ﬁ;z) for z>0

Thus, in order for the fields not to grow exponentially with distance and to be con-
fined near the interface surface, it is required that:

x>0, o;<0, a,>0 (7.10.3)
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These conditions are guaranteed with the sign choices of Eq. (7.10.2). This can be
verified by writing

€ =|ele? T Im(e)
i Re(e
€+€ =le+¢€ e’ € =()
01 ()
’ ’ 6’
€ _| € —j(6-61) SN
€+¢€ €+¢€

and noting that 6, = § — §; > 0, as follows by inspecting the triangle formed by the
three vectors €, €', and € + €'. Then, the phase angles of ky, k,,k;, are —6,/2, 61/2,
and — (62 + 61/2), respectively, thus, implying the condition (7.10.3). In drawing this
triangle, we made the implicit assumption that € > 0, which is valid for typical lossy
dielectrics. In the next section, we discuss surface plasmons for which € < 0.

Although the Zenneck wave attenuates both along the x- and z-directions, the atten-
uation constant along x tends to be much smaller than that along z. For example, in the
weakly lossy approximation, we may write € = €5 (1 —jT), where T = €;/€; < 1is the
loss tangent of €. Then, we have the following first-order approximations in T:

; T 1 1 T €g
€ =4eg(1- f), =1+t 7
ve \/7R< 2 VE+¢€ /€+€}z( J2€+€R>

These lead to the first-order approximations for ky and k:

€€y T € € T €
kx = wy Rli-js—1). ky = wflg———1+j- —&+
x Ho e+eR< J2€+€R> i Ho /€+€k( 2€e+e

It follows that:

€€ T € € T €g ox €

oy = w+/Ho = oy = —W/Hy—— > = |
X HoNevepoerey &7 H le + € 2 €+ €p locy | €r

Typically, e}z > €, implying that &y < |,|. For example, for an air-water interface
we have at microwave frequencies e}g /€ = 81, and for an air-ground interface, e}z /€ = 6.

If both media are lossless, then both k and k' are real and Egs. (7.10.1) yield the
usual Brewster angle formulas, that is,

_ke K _VE C_ ke ke
taneB_kz_k_\/E‘ taneB_k'Z_k’_ﬁ

Example 7.10.1: For the data of the air-water interface of Example 7.9.1, we calculate the fol-
lowing Zenneck wavenumbers at 1 GHz and 100 MHz using Eq. (7.10.2):

f=1GHz | f =100 MHz

ky = Bx —Jjotx = 20.89 — 0.064j | ky = Bx —jotx = 2.1 — 0.001)
k; =Bz —jo, =1.88+0.71j k, = B, —joz = 0.06 + 0.05j
k, = B, —ju, = 202.97 — 77.80j | k, = B, — ja, = 42.01 — 37.59j

The units are in rads/m. As required, « is negative. We observe that &y < || and that
the attenuations are much more severe within the lossy medium. m]
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7.11 Surface Plasmons

Consider an interface between two non-magnetic semi-infinite media €; and €», as shown
in Fig. 7.11.1 The wavevectors k; = Xky + Zk,, and k» = Xky + Zk,, at the two sides
must have a common ky component, as required by Snel’s law, and their z-components
must satisfy:

K2 =kiei — k2, k2, =kder— K2 (7.11.1)

where we defined the relative dielectric constants &1 = €,/€g, &2 = €2/€y, and the free-
space wavenumber ko = w./Ho€y = w/co. The TM reflection coefficient is given by:

_ k2251 - kzlfz

Pm =
k2251 + kzlfz
X A X A
Pry=0 Pry =00
Ercﬂ = 0\\\ Ercﬂ #0
%, A A/
v » Z 5 » Z
0 0y
k| ///

Einc #0 Einc=0/

€6 air €1 | €,<0 metal

Brewster - Zenneck Surface Plasmons

Fig. 7.11.1 Brewster-Zenneck (ppy = 0) and surface plasmon (ppy = o) cases.

Both the Brewster case for lossless dielectrics and the Zenneck case were charac-
terized by the condition pryy = 0, or, k261 = kz1&2. This condition together with
Egs. (7.11.1) leads to the solution (7.10.2), which is the same in both cases:

18 kog: koeo
ky=ko.|——, kjy=———, kp=——=— 7.11.2
XTE0\ e+ e zl a+ & = T+ & ( )

Surface plasmons or polaritons are waves that are propagating along the interface
and attenuate exponentially perpendicularly to the interface in both media. They are
characterized by a pole of the reflection coefficient, that is, pra = . For such waves to
exist, it is necessary to have the conditions:

£16 <0 and & +& <0 (7.11.3)

at least for the real-parts of these quantities, assuming their imaginary parts are small.
If the left medium is an ordinary lossless dielectric €; > 0, such as air, then we must
have &, < 0 and more strongly €, < —¢&;. Conductors, such as silver and gold, have this
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property for frequencies typically up to ultraviolet. Indeed, using the simple conductiv-
ity model (1.12.3), we have for the dielectric constant of a metal:

(@=co+ & =y OO (@=-1- (7.11.4)
= — = vl =1-—"— A1
OIZEOT 0 T jw(w +y) e w? — jwy

Ignoring the imaginary part for the moment, we have

fw)=1-—
w
which is negative for w < w,. The plasma frequency is of the order of 1000-2000 THz,
and falls in the ultraviolet range. Thus, the condition (7.11.3) is easily met for optical
frequencies. If €; = 1, then, the condition &, < —¢&; requires further that

w w
H=1--—F<-1 = w<-—-2

w? V2
and more generally, w < wp/+/1 + €. The condition pry = o means that there is only
a “reflected” wave, while the incident field is zero. Indeed, it follows from Eyenf = p1mEinc,
or Einc = Eren/ P1a, that Eipe will tend to zero for finite Een and ppy — 0.
The condition pry = oo is equivalent to the vanishing of the denominator of pyy,
that is, k,»&1 = —k1 &2, which together with Egs. (7.11.1) leads to a similar solution as
(7.10.2), but with a change in sign for k,:

£1& ko&r koez
ky = k , L - 7.11.5
X7\ e+ & 21 a T e z ate ( )

The fields at the two sides of the interface are given by Egs. (7.7.5) by taking the limit
prm — o and Ty = 1 + pry — oo, which effectively amounts to keeping only the terms
that involve pry. The fields have a z-dependence e/%#1Z on the left and e /%% on the
right, and a common Xx-dependence e JkxX:

k . . k ) )
El =E, (x + k—* z) eknz g—jkxx E>» = Eqy (x - k—" z) e Jknz g=jkix
z1 22 (7.11.6)

we oIknz g=jkix

. we
H, = -y Ey K d

elkz1z o=jkxx H, =VE,
z1 kzZ

It can be verified easily that these are solutions of Maxwell’s equations provided
that Egs. (7.11.1) are satisfied. The boundary conditions are also satisfied. Indeed, the
Ex components are the same from both sides, and the conditions €, E;; = &E,» and
Hy = Hy; are both equivalent to the pole condition k,2&; = —kz €.

The conditions (7.11.3) guarantee that ky is real and k1, k,, pure imaginary. Setting
& = —&y With &2, > &1, we have &1 + & = /& — &y = J/E2r — &1, and €162 =
J—&1&r = j/E€1&2r. Then, Egs. (7.11.5) read

E1&2r . kogr . kogar
kx=ko, | ——, kn=—-j—=—, kp=—-j—="— 7.11.7
X 0 S — &1 z1 J m 72 J m ( )
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Setting kz; = —joz and kz, = —j&z2, with both «s positive, the z-dependence at
both sides of the interface at z = 0 will be:

elknz — panz | e Jknz — o—0nz

that is, exponentially decaying for both z < 0 and z > 0. Inserting &, = oof,/ou2 -1
into ky gives the so-called plasmon dispersion relationship, For example, if &, = 1,

2 2 _ 2
2o W P @
XT3 wh - 2w?
0 Wp

Defining the normalized variables ® = w/w, and k = ky/k,, where k, = wp/co,
we may rewrite the above relationship as,

with solution

I T
o= _|k2+=— [k{+ = 7.11.
o) J + 5 + 1 ( 8)

It is depicted in Fig. 7.11.2. In the large ky limit, it converges to the horizontal line
w = w,,/\/?. For small ky, it becomes the dispersion relationship in vacuum, w = coky,
which is also depicted in this figure.

plasmon dispersion relation

o/ w,

P VS

ol

»
Fig. 7.11.2 Surface plasmon dispersion relationship.

Because the curve stays to the right of the vacuum line w = coky, that s, ky > w/cy,
such surface plasmon waves cannot be excited by an impinging plane wave on the inter-
face. However, they can be excited with the help of frustrated total internal reflection,
which increases ky beyond its vacuum value and can match the value of Eq. (7.11.7) re-
sulting into a so-called surface plasmon resonance. We discuss this further in Sec. 8.5.

In fact, the excitation of such plasmon resonance can only take place if the metal
side is slightly lossy, that is, when &, = —¢&, — jéo;, with 0 < &p; < &2, In this case, the
wavenumber ky acquires a small imaginary part which causes the gradual attenuation
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of the wave along the surface, and similarly, k1, k2, acquire small real parts. Replacing
&or by &2 + j&2i in (7.11.7), we now have:

&1 (&2r + jEoi —jkoe —jko (€21 + jEoi
ky = ko [&1( 2r 2i) k= JKo&r Ky = Jko ( or 2i) (7.11.9)
&y + JE2i — &1 Vér tJE2i — &1 Vér tJjE2i — &
Expanding ky to first-order in &,;, we obtain the approximations:

. &1&
kx=Bx_J(Xx; Bx=k() 10

m)“ €2i (7.11.10)

Ky = k() (
X &or — &1 263,

Er — &

Example 7.11.1: Using the value &, = —16 — 0.5j for silver at Ao = 632 nm, and air & = 1,
we have kg = 21m/A¢ = 9.94 rad/um and Egs. (7.11.9) give the following values for the
wavenumbers and the corresponding effective propagation length and penetration depths:

1
kx = Bx —jox = 10.27 — 0.0107j rad/pm, Ox = = 93.6 um

X
1

ks =Bz —joz = —0.043 — 2.57j rad/pm, &, = o, = 390nm
z1
1

kz2 = Bz —joz = 0.601 —41.12j rad/pm, S, = e 24 nm
z2

Thus, the fields extend more into the dielectric than the metal, but at either side they are
confined to distances that are less than their free-space wavelength. m|

Surface plasmons, and the emerging field of “plasmonics,” are currently active areas
of study [576-614] holding promise for the development of nanophotonic devices and
circuits that take advantage of the fact that plasmons are confined to smaller spaces
than their free-space wavelength and can propagate at decent distances in the nanoscale
regime (i.e., tens of ym compared to nm scales.) They are also currently used in chemical
and biological sensor technologies, and have other potential medical applications, such
as cancer treatments.

7.12 Oblique Reflection from a Moving Boundary

In Sec. 5.8 we discussed reflection and transmission from a moving interface at nor-
mal incidence. Here, we present the oblique incidence case. The dielectric medium is
assumed to be moving with velocity v perpendicularly to the interface, that is, in the
z-direction as shown in Fig. 7.12.1. Other geometries may be found in [458-476].

Let S and S’ be the stationary and the moving coordinate frames, whose coordinates
{t,x,y,z} and {t',x’,y’,z'} are related by the Lorentz transformation of Eq. (H.1) of
Appendix H.

We assume a TE plane wave of frequency w incident obliquely at the moving inter-
face at an angle 0, as measured in the stationary coordinate frame S. Let w,, w; be
the Doppler-shifted frequencies, and 0, 8¢, the angles of the reflected and transmitted
waves. Because of the motion, these angles no longer satisfy the usual Snel laws of
reflection and refraction—however, the do satisfy modified versions of these laws.
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A X AX'

fixed frame moving dielectric

~ny

Fig. 7.12.1 Oblique reflection from a moving boundary.

In the moving frame S’ with respect to which the dielectric is at rest, we have an
ordinary TE oblique incidence problem, solved for example by Eq. (7.7.4), and therefore,
all three frequencies will be the same, w’ = w;, = w;, and the corresponding angles
0',0;,0; will satisfy the ordinary Snel laws: 0, = 0’ and sin0’ = nsin 6y, where
n = /€/ €y and the left medium is assumed to be free space.

The electric field has only a y-component and will have the following form at the left
and right sides of the interface, in the frame S and in the frame S':

Ey = Eie/® + E,e/? | E, = Ee/®

o, . o (7.12.1)
E, = Eje/® + Eje/*r,  E, = Ejel®t
where E, = prrEj and E; = T1£E{, and from Eq. (7.7.2),
ki, — k; cos 0’ — ncos 0; 2cos 0’
PTE iz tz _ t T1E = 1+ PTE = (7.12.2)

T ki, +kj, cos@ +ncos6;’ cos 0’ + ncos 0;

The propagation phases are Lorentz invariant in the two frames and are given by:

bi
¢r = wit +kpzz —kpxx = 't + k7 — ko x' = ¢, (7.12.3)

el ’ ! ’ ’ ’
wt —kizz —kixx = w't' = kj,z' — ki X' = ¢P;

Pt = Wit —KezZ — kpxx = W't — ki, z2' — kix' = ¢y
with incident, reflected, and transmitted wavenumbers given in the frame S’ by:
kliz = k:,z = kf c.os 9,’ , k%z = kf C.OS 9,; (7.12.4)
kix = kyx = kisin8", ki = k;sin0;

where k; = k, = w'/c and k; = w'. /€y = nw'/c. The relationships between
the primed and unprimed frequencies and wavenumbers are obtained by applying the
Lorentz transformation (H.14) to the four-vectors (w/c, Ky, 0,kiz), (wy,Kyx, 0, —Kyz),
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and (w¢/c,Kex, 0,Kez):

w=y(w +Bcki,)=w'y(1 + BcosO’)
B w’

kiz =y (ki, + ;w’)= c y(cos 0’ + B)
wy =y(w" - Bck;,)=w'y(1 - Bcosd’)
. B L W ) (7.12.5)
—krz = y(-ky, + v )= —Ty(cose -B)
w; =y(w' + Bcky,)=w'y(1 + Bncos ;)
kiz =y (ki + gw')= %y(ncos 0, +B)

where f = v/c and y = 1/4/1 — 2. Combining Snel’s laws for the system S’ with the
invariance of the x-components of the wavevector under the Lorentz transformation
(H.14), we have also:

kix = er = ktx = k;x = k,rx = k;x

w’ , w’ , w’ , (7126)
sin0’ = c sin9r=n731n9t

kisin0 =k, sin0, = k¢ sin0; =

Because the incident and reflected waves are propagating in free space, their wavenum-
bers will be k; = w/c and k, = w,/c. This also follows from the invariance of the scalar
(w/c)?2—k? under Lorentz transformations. Indeed, because k; =k, =w'/cinthe S’
system, we will have:

2 2 2
w w
K =

2
w w
2 c2 —ki?=0, —F—ki= c? —k?=0

For the transmitted wavenumber k;, we find from Egs. (7.12.5) and (7.12.6):
ke = K2, + k3, = w?\/yz (ncos 0; + B)2+n? sin? 0; (7.12.7)

Setting v¢ = w;/k; = c/ng, we obtain the “effective” refractive index n; within the
moving dielectric medium:

¢ cke \/)/:Z(rzcoseg+B)Z+nzsin2 0; og
=T W y(1 + Brncos 0}) (7.12.8)

At normal incidence, this is equivalent to Eq. (5.8.6). Replacing k; = w/c, k, = w,/c,
and k; = w¢h¢/c in Eq. (7.12.6), we obtain the generalization of Snel’s laws:

wsin® = w,sin0, = wn;sinf; = w'sin@’ = w’sin 6, = w’'nsin; (7.12.9)

For a stationary interface, all the frequency factors drop out and we obtain the or-
dinary Snel laws. The reflected and transmitted frequencies are 0-dependent and are
obtained from (7.12.5) by eliminating w’:

1-BcosO’ 1+ Bncos 0;

=W, =W 7.12.10
@r w1+Bc059' @t w1+BCOSQ' ( )
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Replacing ki; = kjcos@ = (w/c)cos@ and k,, = k,cos 0, = (w,/c)cosb, in
Eq. (7.12.5), we obtain the relationship of the angles 6, 0, to the angle 0':

cos0' + cos0' - B
0= — - ———, 0= —-—— 7.12.11
€08 1+ Bcos6’ osbr=19_ B cos 6’ ( )
which can also be written as:
, cos0 — B cosO, + f
0 = = 7.12.12
€08 1—Bcos6® 1+ BcosO, ( )
Solving for 6, in terms of 6, we obtain:
(1+ B?)cosO — 28
0, = 7.12.13
cos Ur 1-2BcosO + B2 ( )

Inserting cos 0" in Eq. (7.12.10), we find the reflected frequency in terms of 0:

1-2Bcos O + B2
wr = w = (7.12.14)

Egs. (7.12.13) and (7.12.14) were originally derived by Einstein in his 1905 paper on
special relativity [458]. The quantity n cos 0; can also be written in terms of 6. Using
Snel’s law and Eq. (7.12.12), we have:

2
, ; - - . 0 —
ncos0; =\n2 —sin? 0’ =vn2 — 1 +cos2 0’ = |n2 -1+ cosO=p , or,
1 - BcosO

, \/(1’1271)(173C089)2+(C0897ﬁ)2 Q
ncos @, = =

1—Bcos@ 1-—BcosB
Using (7.12.15) and the identity (1 + Scos0’) (1 — Bcos@)= 1 — B2, we find for the
transmitted frequency:

(7.12.15)

1+ Pncosf;  1-PcosOd+BQ
Wy = W 1+ Beos @ =w e (7.12.16)

The TE reflection coefficient (7.12.2) may also be expressed in terms of 0:

cos@ —ncosf; cosf -B-Q
cos®’ +ncosf; cosf-B+Q

PTE = (7.12.17)
Next, we determine the reflected and transmitted fields in the frame S. The simplest

approach is to apply the Lorentz transformation (H.30) separately to the incident, re-

flected, and transmitted waves. In the S’ frame, a plane wave propagating along the unit

vector k has magnetic field:

xE =nk xE (7.12.18)

H =-k XE' = B =cuH =

lr\!
n

s |3
=
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where n = 1 for the incident and reflected waves. Because we assumed a TE wave and
the motion is along the z-direction, the electric field will be perpendicular to the velocity,
that is, B - E’ = 0. Using the BAC-CAB rule, Eq. (H.30) then gives:

E=E, =y(E, —BxcB,)=y(E —BxcB)=y(E —Bx (nk xE"))
¥ B B (7.12.19)
=y(E'-n(B-E)k +n(B-k)E)=yE'(1+np-k)

Applying this result to the incident, reflected, and transmitted fields, we find:

Ei = yE{(1+ Bcos@’)
E, =yE, (1 —Bcos0' )= yprE; (1 — Bcos0’) (7.12.20)
E¢ = yE{(1 + nBcos 0;)= yTrE; (1 + nf cos 0;)

It follows that the reflection and transmission coefficients will be:

E, 1— Bcos@’ w, E 1 + np cos 0; o

Lepp——— =pp——, S =Tp———— Ll =Tp— 7.12.21

E; pTEl+BC0$9’ pTEw E; TE 1+ BcosO’ ™o ( )
The case of a perfect mirror corresponds to prg = —1 and Tz = 0. To be interpretable

as areflection angle, 0, must be in the range 0 < 6, < 90°, or, cos 0, > 0. This requires
that the numerator of (7.12.13) be positive, or,

2B
1+ B2

2[3)

(1+B%)cosf@—-28=0 < cosf = e

< 0 < acos( (7.12.22)

Because 2/ (1 + B2)> B, (7.12.22) also implies that cos @ > B, or, v < ¢, = ccos 0.
Thus, the z-component of the phase velocity of the incident wave can catch up with the
receding interface. At the maximum allowed 0, the angle 0, reaches 90°. In the above,

we assumed that § > 0. For negative f3, there are no restrictions on the range of 6.

7.13 Geometrical Optics

Geometrical optics and the concepts of wavefronts and rays can be derived from Maxwell’s
equations in the short-wavelength or high-frequency limit.

We saw in Chap. 2 that a uniform plane wave propagating in a lossless isotropic
dielectric in the direction of a wave vector k = kk = nko Kk is given by:

) - . r ~ n -~
E(r)= Eye /nkokr  p(r)= Hye/nkokr = | .F =0, Hy= o kxE (7.13.1)
0

where n is the refractive index of the medium n = \/€/€y, ko and ng are the free-space
wavenumber and impedance, and Kk, the unit-vector in the direction of propagation.

The wavefronts are defined to be the constant-phase plane surfaces S(r)= const.,
where S(r)= nk - r. The perpendiculars to the wavefronts are the optical rays.

In an inhomogeneous medium with a space-dependent refractive index n(r), the
wavefronts and their perpendicular rays become curved, and can be derived by consid-
ering the high-frequency limit of Maxwell’s equations. By analogy with Egs. (7.13.1), we
look for solutions of the form:

E(r)= Ey(r) e /%oS®  H(r)= Hy(r) e /koSM (7.13.2)
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where we will assume that kg is large and that Ey, Hy are slowly-varying functions of r.
This means that their space-derivatives are small compared to ko or to 1/A. For example,
|V X Ey| < k.

Inserting these expressions into Maxwell’s equations and assuming y = L and € =
n2eg, we obtain:

V XE= e‘j"‘)S(V X Ey — jkoV S x E()) = —jwuoHy g ~JkoS
V XH= e’jk(’S(V X Hy —Jkovs X H()) =jn2(,()€()E0 eijkos

Assuming |V X Ey| < |koVS X Ey|, and similarly for Hy, and dropping the common
phase factor e /%S we obtain the high-frequency approximations:

—jkOVS X Ey

—JjwioHy
—]kQVS X Hy = jn2w€0E0

~ 1
Replacing kg = w./Ho€p, and defining the vector k = HVS' we find:

Hy= “kxE, E=-"kxH, (7.13.3)

o T on

These imply the transversality conditions k - Ey = k - Hy = 0. The consistency of the
equations (7.13.3) requires that k be a unit vector. Indeed, using the BAC-CAB rule, we
have:

kx (kX Ey)= k(k - Eg)—Eo(k - k)= —Ey (k - k) = %Rxﬂo - _E

Thus, we obtain the unit-vector condition, known as the eikonal equation:

k-k=1 = |VS|2=n? (eikonal equation) (7.13.4)

This equation determines the wavefront phase function S(r). The rays are the per-
pendiculars to the constant-phase surfaces S (r) = const., so that they are in the direction
of VS or k. Fig. 7.13.1 depicts these wavefronts and rays.

SA+dS Sp

ray

wavefronts

Fig. 7.13.1 Wavefront surfaces and rays.
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The ray passing through a point r on the surface S(r)= S4, will move ahead by a
distance dr in the direction of the gradient VS. The length of dr is dl = (dr - dr) /2.
The vector dr/dl is a unit vector in the direction of VS and, therefore, it must be equal
to k. Thus, we obtain the defining equation for the rays:

dr - dr 1 dr

The eikonal equation determines S, which in turn determines the rays. The ray
equation can be expressed directly in terms of the refractive index by eliminating S.
Indeed, differentiating (7.13.5), we have:

d dr d dr 1

where, in differentiating along a ray, we used the expression for d/dl:
d dr
di = - v (7.13.6)

But, V(VS - VS) = 2(VS - V)VS, which follows from the differential identity
Eg. (C.16) of the Appendix. Therefore,

d( dry_1 _ L _loge L
dl (n dl) = n(VS V)VS = 2nV(VS VS) = 2nV(n )= on 2nVn, or,
d dr .
di (n m) =Vn (ray equation) (7.13.7)

The vectors Ey, Hy, k form a right-handed system as in the uniform plane-wave case.
The energy density and flux are:

1 1 1
= “Re[Z€E- E*] = ~¢eyn?|E|?
We = e[2 ] 460 |Eol

1 1 n? 1
Wm = ol Hol® = = Lo e |Eol® = Z€0n2|50|2 = W,
0

4 4
(7.13.8)
1
W= We + Wp = 560712|150|2
1 n -~
= —Re[EX H*] = — k| E|?
P > e[ ] 210 |Eo|
Thus, the energy transport velocity is:
y-P _cog (7.13.9)
w n

The velocity v depends on r, because n and k do.
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7.14 Fermat’s Principle

An infinitesimal movement by dI along a ray will change the wavefront phase function
by dS = ndl. Indeed, using Eq. (7.13.6) and the eikonal equation we find:
as dr 1 1
== .VS§=-VS-VS=—-n’=n 7.14.1
dl  dl n n ( )
Integrating along a ray path from a point A on wavefront S(r) = S4 to a point B on
wavefront S (r) = Sp, as shown in Fig. 7.13.1, gives rise to the net phase change:

B B
Sp—Sa = J ds = J ndl (7.14.2)
A A

The right-hand side is recognized as the optical path length from A to B. It is pro-
portional to the travel time of moving from A to B with the ray velocity v given by
Eq. (7.13.9). Indeed, we have dI = v- kdt = codt/n, or, dS = ndl = codt. Thus,

B tp
Sp—Sa =J ndl = ¢y dt = co(tg — ta) (7.14.3)
A

ta

Fermat’s Principle states that among all possible paths connecting the two points A
and B, the geometrical optics ray path is the one the minimizes the optical path length
(7.14.3), or equivalently, the travel time between the two points. The solution to this
minimization problem is the ray equation (7.13.7).

Any path connecting the points A and B may be specified parametrically by the curve
r(T), where the parameter T varies over an interval T4 < T < Tg. The length dl may be

written as:
dr

dl = (dr-dr)"* = (i-1)""*dt, where = it (7.14.4)
Then, the functional to be minimized is:
B R 172
J ndl = L(r,i) dt, where L(r,i)=n(r)(i-7) (7.14.5)
A TA

The minimization of Eq. (7.14.5) may be viewed as a problem in variational calculus
with Lagrangian function L. Its solution is obtained from the Euler-Lagrange equations:

d (0L oL
o (E) = 3 (7.14.6)
See [851-853] for a review of such methods. The required partial derivatives are:

oL _on iop)l2 oL [ L2 dr ;)12

ﬁ‘ﬁ( , af=nr(r-r nd—_r(r-r

The Euler-Lagrange equations are then:

d dr ,. . -1 on,. . 12
I-T) =—(r 1)

ar ar ar o,



282 7. Oblique Incidence

12 d ﬂ._.—l/Z)_a_n
(1) it (n dt (k- 1) = o (7.14.7)

Using dI = (- 1'“)1/2 dT, we may rewrite these in terms of the length variable dI,
resulting in the same equations as (7.13.7), that is,

d dr on
—|\n—)== 7.14.8
dl ( dl ) or ( )

A variation of Fermat’s principle states that the phase change between two wave-
front surfaces is independent of the choice of the ray path taken between the surfaces.
Following a different ray between points A" and B’, as shown in Fig. 7.13.1, gives the

same value for the net phase change as between the points A and B:

B B’
Sp—Sa = I ndl = J ndl’ (7.14.9)
A A’

This form is useful for deriving the shapes of parabolic reflector and hyperbolic lens
antennas discussed in Chap. 18.

It can also be used to derive Snel’s law of reflection and refraction. Fig. 7.14.1 shows
the three families of incident, reflected, and refracted plane wavefronts on a horizontal
interface between media n, and njp, such that the incident, reflected, and refracted rays
are perpendicular to their corresponding wavefronts.

CA N reflected
incident . “\wavefronts
wavefronts / / N
A ,\\ N
S S Ay Ao La
/// // A L L' Ar\\\\ \\\
medium 7 0,10, - N
“ Ao la 1y Ab
i B
medium 7, o 6, b1
Ip o
Lb Gb //// ////’
B //,// ///,
. 7 refracted
By 4 wavefronts

Fig. 7.14.1 Snel’s laws of reflection and refraction.
For the reflection problem, we consider the ray paths between the wavefront surfaces
ApA; and A;A). Fermat's principle implies that the optical path length of the rays
AOA’, ApAj, and Ay A} will be the same. This gives the condition:

na(lg +1)=ngl =ngl” = L=1L
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where L and L’ are the lengths of the rays AgA and A,Aj. Tt follows that the two
triangles AgA,A; and AgAyA); will be congruent. and therefore, their angles at the
vertices Ag and A’ will be equal. Thus, 0, = 0.

For the refraction problem, we consider the ray paths AOB, AgBg, and A;B; between
the wavefronts AgA; and BoB;. The equality of the optical lengths gives now:

La nyp

Nglg + nply = npLy = ngl, = =
Ly Ng

But, the triangles AgA;B; and AyBpB; have a common base AyB;. Therefore,

Ly sinf,

L, sin@

Thus, we obtain Snel’s law of refraction:

L sin 0 np . .
a4 _>2_-a_ P o p,sin@, =npsinfy,
L, sinf, ng

7.15 Ray Tracing

In this section, we apply Fermat’s principle of least optical path to derive the ray curves
in several integrable examples of inhomogeneous media.

As a special case of Eq. (7.14.8), we consider a stratified half-space z > 0, shown in
Fig. 7.15.1, in which the refractive index is a function of z, but not of x.

ZA . ZA . .
decreasing n(z) T increasing n(z) T
ray
ray
/ dl
/ dl ot 0\dz
z -~ z
/ 0 dx dx
0
0 X X 0 X X
B medium n, B medium n,
a a

Fig. 7.15.1 Rays in an inhomogeneous medium.

Let 0 be the angle formed by the tangent on the ray at point (x,z) and the vertical.
Then, we have from the figure dx = dl sin 0 and dz = dl cos 0. Because 0n/ox = 0, the
ray equation (7.14.8) applied to the x-coordinate reads:

4 (o) o

dx . B
i l nm =const. = nsin@ = const. (7.15.1)



284 7. Oblique Incidence

This is the generalization of Snel’s law to an inhomogeneous medium. The constant
may be determined by evaluating it at the entry point z = 0 and x = 0. We take the
constant to be ng, sin 0,. Thus, we write (7.15.2) as:

‘ n(z)sin0(z)= ngsin 0, (generalized Snel’s law) (7.15.2)

The z-component of the ray equation is, using dz = dl cos 0:

d dz dn d dn
dl (nﬁ) =1 = cos@d—z (ncos@) = iz (7.15.3)
This is a consequence of Eq. (7.15.2). To see this, we write:
ncos0 = \/112 —n2sin? 0 = \/n2 — n2sin? 0, (7.15.4)

Differentiating it with respect to z, we obtain Eq. (7.15.3). Theray in the left Fig. 7.15.1
is bending away from the z-axis with an increasing angle 6 (z). This requires that n(z)
be a decreasing function of z. Conversely, if n(z) is increasing as in the right figure,
then 0 (z) will be decreasing and the ray will curve towards the z-axis.

Thus, we obtain the rule that a ray always bends in the direction of increasing n(z)
and away from the direction of decreasing n(z).

The constants n, and 6, may be taken to be the launch values at the origin, that
is, n(0) and 0 (0). Alternatively, if there is a discontinuous change between the lower
and upper half-spaces, we may take ng,, 6, to be the refractive index and incident angle
from below.

The ray curves can be determined by relating x and z. From Fig. 7.15.1, we have
dx = dztan 0, which in conjunction with Egs. (7.15.2) and (7.15.4) gives:

d in 0 in 0
d—x = tan0 = "Slng - Mla SN Ua (7.15.5)
z hcos n2(z)—n3sin? 6,
Integrating, we obtain:
p )
X = J Ma 510 0 dz’' (ray curve) (7.15.6)
0

\n2(z')—n3sin? 0,

An object at the point (x, z) will appear to an observer sitting at the entry point O
as though it is at the apparent location (x, z,), as shown in Fig. 7.15.1. The apparent or
virtual height will be z,; = x cot 8,4, which can be combined with Eq. (7.15.6) to give:

zZ
2o = J Mac0$0a ;1| wirtual height) (7.15.7)
0

\n2(z')—n3sin? 0,

The length z,; can be greater or less than z. For example, if the upper half-space is
homogeneous with n, < ng, then z; > z. If n, > ng, then z; < z, as was the case in
Example 7.5.4.

Next, we discuss a number of examples in which the integral (7.15.6) can be done
explicitly to derive the ray curves.
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decreasing n(z)T AN

ionosphere

virtual
height

l

ground l«—— skip distance —»]

Fig. 7.15.2 Ionospheric refraction.

Example 7.15.1: Ionospheric Refraction. Radio waves of frequencies typically in the range of
about 4-40 MHz can be propagated at large distances such as 2000-4000 km by bouncing
off the ionosphere. Fig. 7.15.2 depicts the case of a flat ground.

The atmosphere has a typical extent of 600 km and is divided in layers: the troposphere up
to 10 km, the stratosphere at 10-50 km, and the ionosphere at 50-600 km. The ionosphere
is further divided in sublayers, such as the D, E, Fy, and F; layers at 50-100 km, 100-150
km, 150-250 km, and 250-400 km, respectively.

The ionosphere consists mostly of ionized nitrogen and oxygen at low pressure. The
ionization is due to solar radiation and therefore it varies between night and day. We
recall from Sec. 1.15 that a collisionless plasma has an effective refractive index:

2 2
nZ:e(w): Wy » Ne

—, w; = 7.15.8
€ w? P eom ( )

The electron density N varies with the time of day and with height. Typically, N increases
through the D and E layers and reaches a maximum value in the F layer, and then decreases
after that because, even though the solar radiation is more intense, there are fewer gas
atoms to be ionized.

Thus, the ionosphere acts as a stratified medium in which n (z) first decreases with height
from its vacuum value of unity and then it increases back up to unity. We will indicate the
dependence on height by rewriting Eq. (7.15.8) in the form:

2 2
f”f(zz) L P= N2 (7.15.9)

41r2€9M
If the wave is launched straight up and its frequency f is larger than the largest f), then
it will penetrate through the ionosphere and be lost. But, if there is a height such that
f = fp(z), then at that height n(z) = 0 and the wave will be reflected back down.

n’(z)=1-

If the wave is launched at an angle 0,, then it follows from Snel’s law that while the
refractive index n(z) is decreasing, the angle of refraction 6 (z) will be increasing and the
ray path will bend more and more away from z-axis as shown on the left of Fig. 7.15.1.
Below the ionosphere, we may assume that the atmosphere has refractive index n, = 1.
Then, the angle 0 (z) may be written as:
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2 qin? i22
o nasin” 0, sin® 0,4
sin® 0 (z) = = 7.15.10
@)= f7(2) ( )
o
Because sin 6 (z) is required to be less than unity, we obtain the restriction:
, 5 (2)
sin? 0, <1— fpfz fp(z)<fcosO, (7.15.11)

If there is a height, say Zmax, at which this becomes an equality, [} (Zmax) = f c0os 84, then
Eq. (7.15.10) would imply that sin 0 (Zmax) = 1, or that 0 (Zmax) = 90°. At that height, the
ray is horizontal and it will proceed to bend downwards, effectively getting reflected from
the ionosphere.

If f is so large that Eq. (7.15.11) is satisfied only as a strict inequality, then the wave will
escape through all the layers of the ionosphere. Thus, there is a maximum frequency, the
so called maximum usable frequency (MUF), that will guarantee a reflection. There is also a
lowest usable frequency (LUF) below which there is too much absorption of the wave, such
as in the D layer, to be reflected at sufficient strength for reception.

As an oversimplified, but analytically tractable, model of the ionosphere we assume that
the electron density increases linearly with height, up to a maximal height zy,.x. Thus, the
quantities f} (z) and n(z) will also depend linearly on height:

. ; z ; 2 z
fp(@)=foax——> n(2)=1- fm—jx , for 0<2z< Zna (7.15.12)
Zmax f Zmax
Over the assumed height range 0 < z < Zpa, the condition (7.15.11) must also be satisfied.
This restricts further the range of z. We have:

2 coc2
z cos® 0
i a

Zmax f rznax

VA .

f3(2)=fox=— <[*c0os’ 0, = (7.15.13)
Zmax

If the right-hand side is greater than unity, so that f cos 04 > fmax, then there is no height

z at which (7.15.11) achieves an equality, and the wave will escape. But, if f cos 05 < fmax,

then there is height, say z(, at which the ray bends horizontally, that is,

zo _ f?cos? 0, o z- Zmaxf? c08% 04

2 2
Zmax max max

(7.15.14)

The condition f cos 0, < fmax can be written as f < fuyur, where the MUF is in this case,
fmur = fmax/ cos 04. The integral (7.15.6) can be done explicitly resulting in:

_ 2Zmax Sin® 04
- >

[cos 04— . [cos?2 0, — a? z ] (7.15.15)

max

where we defined a = fmax/f. Solving for z in terms of X, we obtain:

1 ,
z=z0=—,p (X - Xo)? (7.15.16)

where
_ 2Zmax 8in 04 cos 0,4

a2

_ Zmax Sin? 04
= -

X0 ,F
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Therefore, the ray follows a downward parabolic path with vertex at (xg,Zo) and focal

length F, as shown in Fig. 7.15.3. [}
Z A
20
2
0 : o
Oa Oa

Fig. 7.15.3 Parabolic ray.

Example 7.15.2: Mirages. Temperature gradients can cause several types of mirage effects that

are similar to ionospheric refraction. On a hot day, the ground is warmer than the air above
it and therefore, the refractive index of the air is lower at the ground than a short distance
above. (Normally, the air pressure causes the refractive index to be highest at the ground,
decreasing with height.)

Because n(z) decreases downwards, a horizontal ray from an object near the ground will
initially be refracted downwards, but then it will bend upwards again and may arrive at an
observer as though it were coming from below the ground, causing a mirage. Fig. 7.15.4
depicts a typical case. The ray path is like the ionospheric case, but inverted.

Such mirages are seen in the desert and on highways, which appear wet at far distances.
Various types of mirages are discussed in [50-52,1334].

As a simple integrable model, we may assume that n(z) increases linearly with height z,
that is, n(z) = ng + Kz, where K is the rate of increase per meter. For heights near the
ground, this implies that n?(z) will also increase linearly:

nz)=ng+kKz| = ‘nz(z)=n(2)+2nokz (7.15.17)

We consider a ray launched at a downward angle 6, from an object with (x, z) coordinates
(0,h), as shown. Let n3 = n3 + 2nokh be the refractive index at the launch height. For
convenience, we assume that the observer is also at height h. Because the ray will travel
downward to points z < h, and then bend upwards, we integrate the ray equation over the
limits [z, h] and find:

h in 0 in 0 5
X:J Ma S Ua = NaSInYg [nacoséa—\/nécosz 9a+2n0K(Z—h)]
V4

- dz
\n2(z')—ng sin® 0, MoK

where we used the approximation n?(z)= n(z, + 2nokz in the integral. Solving for z in
terms of X, we obtain the parabolic ray:

7=+ X(X;FZXO) C x d_ n2 sin 0, cos 04 CFo n2 sin® 0,

2 NoK 2NgK
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where d is the distance to the observer and F is the focal length. The apex of the parabola
is at x = xXp = d/2 at a height z, given by:

zo=h--% = z—z—i(x—x)2
0T T gF 07 4F 0

» observer

V=

mirage v warm ground

Fig. 7.15.4 Mirage due to a temperature gradient.

The launch angle that results in the ray being tangential to ground is obtained by setting
the apex height to zero, zo = 0. This gives a condition that may be solved for 0,:

Xo = V4Fh = sin@a:@ = F:@

(7.15.18)
Ng 2K

The corresponding d = 2Xx, is the maximum distance of the observer from the object for
which a ray can just touch the ground. m]

Example 7.15.3: Atmospheric Refraction [50-52]. Because of the compression of gravity, the

density of the atmosphere’ and its refractive index n are highest near the ground and
decrease exponentially with height. A simplified model [704], which assumes a uniform
temperature and constant acceleration of gravity, is as follows:

n(z)=1+ (ng—1)e /e (7.15.19)

The refractive index on the ground is approximately ny = 1.0003 (it also has some de-
pendence on wavelength, which we ignore here.) The characteristic height h. is given by
h. = RT/Mg, where R, T, M, g are the universal gas constant, temperature in absolute
units, molecular mass of the atmosphere and acceleration of gravity:

K
M —00290 K8 g_o9g™m
K mole mole

R =831 ¢

For a temperature of T = 303K, or 30°C, we find a height of h. = 8.86 km. At a height of
a few h, the refractive index becomes unity.

The bending of the light rays as they pass through the atmosphere cause the apparent
displacement of a distant object, such as a star, the sun, or a geosynchronous satellite.
Fig. 7.15.5 illustrates this effect. The object appears to be closer to the zenith.

TThe troposphere and some of the stratosphere, consisting mostly of molecular nitrogen and oxygen.
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atmosphere

T decreasing n(z)

X

ground

Fig. 7.15.5 Atmospheric refraction.

The look-angle 6 at the ground and the true angle of the object 6, are related by Snel’s
law n; sin 0, = ng sin 0. But at large distances (many multiples of h.), we have n; = 1.
Therefore,

sin@; = ngsinQ, (7.15.20)

The refraction angle is ¥ = 6, — 6. Assuming a small ¥, we may use the approximation
sin(0g + ¥) = sin 6y + r cos 0. Then, Eq. (7.15.20) gives the approximate expression:

r= (no—1)tan 0,

The maximum viewing angle in this model is such that ng sin 8y = sin 6, = 1, correspond-
ing to 07 = 90° and 0y = asin(1/ny) = 88.6°, for ng = 1.0003.

The model assumes a flat Earth. When the curvature of the Earth is taken into account, the
total atmospheric refraction near the horizon, that is, near 0, = 90°, is about 0.65° for a
sea-level observer [50]. The setting sun subtends an angle of about 0.5°. Therefore, when
it appears about to set and its lower edge is touching the horizon, it has already moved
below the horizon.

The model of Eq. (7.15.19) may be integrated exactly. The ray curves are obtained from
Eq. (7.15.6). Setting n, = ngy, 0, = 6y and using the definition (7.15.20), we obtain:

- 5) ot ()] =tann [z hew (057 )|
X = h tan 0, [atanh(B) atanh(B0 =tan0; [z + h. In Ao+ By (7.15.21)

where the quantities A, B, Ay, By are defined as follows:

A=n(z)-sin’0,, Ao = ng — sin® 0,
B = cos 014/n2(z) —sin® 0, , By = cos 01+/n — sin® 0,

Thus, Ag, By are the values of A, B at z = 0. It can be shown that A > B and therefore, the
hyperbolic arc-tangents will be complex-valued. However, the difference of the two atanh
terms is real and can be transformed into the second expression in (7.15.21) with the help
of the result A2 — B2 = (A3 — B3)e2#/he,

In the limit of z > h,, the quantities A, B tend to A; = B; = cos® 0. and the ray equation
becomes the straight line with a slope of tan 01:

A1+B1>

x=(z+2z))tan0,, 2z, =h, ln(A0+BO

(7.15.22)

This asymptotic line is depicted in Fig. 7.15.5, intercepting the z-axis at an angle of 6,. O
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Example 7.15.4: Bouguer’s Law. The previous example assumed a flat Earth. For a spherical

Earth in which the refractive index is a function of the radial distance r only, that is, n(r),
the ray tracing procedure must be modified.

Snel’s law n (z)sin 6 (z) = ng sin 8y must be replaced by Bouguer’s law [621], which states
that the quantity rn(r)sin 6 remain constant:

rn(r)sin @ (r)= ron(ry)sin (Bouguer’s law) (7.15.23)

where 0 (r) is the angle of the tangent to the ray and the radial vector. This law can be
derived formally by considering the ray equations in spherical coordinates and assuming
that n(r) depends only on r [852].

A simpler derivation is to divide the atmosphere in equal-width spherical layers and assume
that the refractive index is homogeneous in each layer. In Fig. 7.15.6, the layers are defined
by the radial distances and refractive indices r;, n;, i = 0,1, 2,....

0]

Fig. 7.15.6 Ray tracing in spherically stratified medium.

For sufficiently small layer widths, the ray segments between the points Ap, A1, Ap, ...
are tangential to the radial circles. At the interface point A3, Snel’s law gives n, sin ¢, =
n3 sin 63. On the other hand, from the triangle O A, A3, we have the law of sines:

r. r3 _ I3
sing, sin(mw—0,) sinf,

= 1sin0; =rysin¢;
Combining with Snel’s law, we obtain:
¥2Ny sin 0, = r3n, sin ¢, = r3n3 sin O3

Thus, the product r;n; sin 6; is the same for alli = 0,1, 2,.... Defining an effective refrac-
tive index by neg (¥) = n(r)r/rgy, Bouguer’s law may be written as Snel’s law:

Nege (F)sin 0 () = ng sin 0

where we have the initial value neg (¥9) = no¥o/¥o = No. m]
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Example 7.15.5: Standard Atmosphere over Flat Earth. For radiowave propagation over ground,

the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) [860,861] defines a “standard” atmo-
sphere with the values ng = 1.000315 and h. = 7.35 km, in Eq. (7.15.19).

For heights of about one kilometer, such that z < h., we may linearize the exponential,
e z/he = 1 — z/h,, and obtain the refractive index for the standard atmosphere:

ng—1 315x107¢ 81
= - = = =4.2857 X1 7.15.24
n(z)=ny—Kz|, K he 735 % 103 85 0°m (7.15.24)

This is similar to Eq. (7.15.17), with the replacement k — —k. Therefore, we expect the
rays to be parabolic bending downwards as in the case of the ionosphere. A typical ray
between two antennas at height h and distance d is shown in Fig. 7.15.7.

z decreasing n(z) f

Y=

Fig. 7.15.7 Rays in standard atmosphere over a flat Earth.

Assuming an upward launch angle 6, and defining the refractive index n, at height h
through n? = n3 — 2ngkh, we obtain the ray equations by integrating over [h, z]:

z : .
X:J Masinfa r - Na sin 0 [nacosé’g—\/nécos2 9a—2n0K(z—h)]
h

dz
\n2(z')—ng sin® 0, MoK
where we used n?(z) = né — 2ngkz. Solving for z, we obtain the parabola:

X (x — 2x0) = d  n2sinf,cos by, Fo n2 sin® 0,

=h

4F ’ 070 NoK ’ 2noK

where d is the distance to the observer and F is the focal length. The apex of the parabola
is at x = xo = d/2 at a height z, given by:

X5

1
Zo=h+4F = z—zo:—ﬁ(x—xo)2

The minus sign in the right-hand side corresponds to a downward parabola with apex at
the point (X(], Z()) . [m]

Example 7.15.6: Standard Atmosphere over Spherical Earth. We saw in Example 7.15.4 that

in Bouguer’s law the refractive index n(r) may be replaced by an effective index n, (r) =
n(r)r/ro. Applying this to the case of the Earth with ¥ = R and ¥ = R + z, where R is
the Earth radius and z the height above the surface, we have n, (z)=n(z) (R + z) /R, or,

Ne(z)= n(z)(l + %) = (ng sz)(l + %)
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Thus, the spherical Earth introduces the factor (1 + z/R), which increases with height and
counteracts the decreasing n(z). Keeping only linear terms in z, we find:

)
Ne(Z)=Ng + KeZ |, Kezi—K

For the average Earth radius R = 6370 km and the ITU values of ny and k given in
Eq. (7.15.24), we find that the effective k, is positive:

(7.15.25)

Ke =1.1418 10" m™! (7.15.26)

Making the approximation n?(z) = n(z) + 2ngK.z will result in parabolic rays bending up-
wards as in Example 7.15.2.

Often, an equivalent Earth radius is defined by k., = no/R, so that the effective refractive
index may be assumed to arise only from the curvature of the equivalent Earth:

z
Ne (Z)=Ng + KeZ = Ny <1+—>
Re

In units of R, we have:

R, no No

——— =1.367
R KeR no — KR 3673

(7.15.27)

which is usually replaced by R, = 4R/3. In this model, the refractive index is assumed to
be uniform above the surface of the equivalent Earth, n(z) = no.

The ray paths are determined by considering only the geometrical effect of the spherical
surface. For example, to determine the maximum distance X, at which a ray from a trans-
mitter at height h just grazes the ground, we may either use the results of Eq. (7.15.18), or
consider a straight path that is tangential to the equivalent Earth, as shown in Fig. 7.15.8.

increasing n(z) f

- =

equivalent Earth

Fig. 7.15.8 Rays over a spherical Earth.

Setting K, = no/R, in Eq. (7.15.18), we obtain:

2noh [ —
Xo = KO = 2hRe

e

(7.15.28)
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On the other hand, because h < R, the arc length xo = (OB) may be taken to be a straight

line in Fig. 7.15.8. Applying the Pythagorean theorem to the two orthogonal triangles OAB

and CAB we find that:
x3+h?=d*=(h+R,)?-R:2=h?>+2hR, = x%=2hR,

which is the same as Eq. (7.15.28). [m]

Example 7.15.7: Graded-Index Optical Fibers. In Example 7.5.5, we considered a step-index

optical fiber in which the rays propagate by undergoing total internal reflection bouncing
off the cladding walls. Here, we consider a graded-index fiber in which the refractive index
of the core varies radially from the center value ny to the cladding value n. at the edge of
the core. Fig. 7.15.9 shows the geometry.

e
P Py
\/\/\/
e graded-index core
cladding

Fig. 7.15.9 Graded-index optical fiber.

As a simple model, we assume a parabolic dependence on the radial distance. We may
write in cylindrical coordinates, where a is the radius of the core:

2 _ 2
ng — ng

2
2 2 2 P 2
n =ns;(1-4=], A = 7.15.29
(p) f ( a? ) n? ( )
Inserting this expression into Eq. (7.15.6), and changing variables from z,x to p, z, the
integral can be done explicitly resulting in:

asinf, ( pA )
= asin
A acos @,
Inverting the arc-sine, we may solve for p in terms of z obtaining the following sinusoidal

variation of the radial coordinate, where we also changed from the incident angle 6, to
the initial launch angle ¢o = 90° — 0,:

(7.15.30)

A
= tani:”’ (7.15.31)

sin(kz) K= ——r—
’ acos ¢

For small launch angles ¢, the oscillation frequency becomes independent of ¢y, that is,
Kk = A/(acos ¢g)= A/a. The rays described by Eq. (7.15.31) are meridional rays, that is,
they lie on a plane through the fiber axis, such as the xz- or yz-plane.

There exist more general ray paths that have nontrivial azimuthal dependence and prop-
agate in a helical fashion down the guide [854-859]. [}
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7.16 Snel’s Law in Negative-Index Media

Consider the planar interface between a normal (i.e., positive-index) lossless medium
€, 1 and a lossless negative-index medium [376] €', u’ with negative permittivity and
permeability, € < 0 and p’ < 0, and negative refractive index n’ = —/u’€’/o€q. The
refractive index of the left medium is as usual n = \/ue/po€g. A TE or TM plane wave
is incident on the interface at an angle 0, as shown in Fig. 7.16.1.

Ax

positive-index medium, 7 >0 negative-index medium, n'< 0

0 -
2 o0 B
- s’ e
| ‘ N\,
% k *‘ A kxf 4k :P\~erfergy flux
energy flux k; k<0

2 negative refraction

Fig. 7.16.1 Refraction into a negative-index medium.

Because n’ < 0, Snel’s law implies that the refracted ray will bend in the opposite
direction (e.g., with a negative refraction angle) than in the normal refraction case. This
follows from:

nsin® = n'sin@ = —|n’|sin@’ = |n’|sin(-9") (7.16.1)

As aresult, the wave vector k' of the refracted wave will point towards the interface,
instead of away from it. Its x-component matches that of the incident wave vector k,
that is, k;, = ky, which is equivalent to Snel’s law (7.16.1), while its z-component points
towards the interface or the negative z-direction in the above figure.

Formally, we have k' = k’§’, where §’ is the unit vector in the direction of the re-
fracted ray pointing away from the interface, and k" = —w./u’e’ = n'kg, with ko the
free-space wavenumber kg = w,/Ho€g = w/co. As we see below, the energy flux Poynt-
ing vector P’ of the refracted wave is opposite k" and points in the direction of §’, and
therefore, carries energy away from the interface. Thus, component-wise we have:

ki, =n'kosin0’ = ky = nkosin0, kj, =n'kocos6 = —|n"lkgcos@’ <0

The TE and TM wave solutions at both sides of the interface are still given by Egs. (7.7.4)
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and (7.7.5), and reproduced below (with ¢/®? suppressed):

E(r) = Y Eo[e ™ + prpelts]em/hw

H(r) = nE—O [(*)}4’%

TE z

N ke L\ .
z) e IkeZ 4 prp (x + % z) elke7 | gmiknx
Z

E'(r) =y Trg Ege /X7 e ko e

, TreE k. ~ ;
H (r) = —£=0 (—x+ —fz) e ka7 gmikix
Nre kz

where, allowing for magnetic media, we have

’

. _ wH _ NN _ k' —kpp

_ou o
T T kg P T e ke

, TTE= 1+ PTE (7163)

For the TM case we have:

E(r) = Eo [(fc - I’z—x i) ek 4 pry (f( + % 2) ejkzz] e kX

z z

H(r) = ?E [e—jkzz _ pTMejkyz]e—jkxx
nmm
(T™M) (7.16.4)

7 N k N o .
E (r) =tmEp (X - k—i‘ Z) e‘szZe—kaX
z

TmwmEo _a .,
H (r) = YLOQ Jkzz o —Jkxx

™
with
k; ’ k,z r’,TM — Nt klzg — k€’
ke o K T - % C Tmi=1+ 7.16.5
nmm we Nm we’ PT™M W+ Nt~ ko€ + kp€ ™ P ( )

One can verify easily that in both cases the above expressions satisfy Maxwell’s equa-
tions and the boundary conditions at the interface, provided that
k2 + k2 = w?pe = n’k§
(7.16.6)
k2 + k7 = w?u'e =n'’k3
In fact, Egs. (7.16.2)-(7.16.6) describe the most general case of arbitrary, homoge-
neous, isotropic, positive- or negative-index, and possibly lossy, media on the left and
right and for either propagating or evanescent waves. We concentrate, next, on the case
when the left medium is a positive-index lossless medium, ¢ > 0 and € > 0, and the
right one is lossless with y’ < 0 and €’ < 0, and consider a propagating incident wave
with kx = nkgysin@ and k, = nkgcos @ and assume, for now, that n < |n’| to avoid
evanescent waves into the right medium. The Poynting vector P’ in the right medium
can be calculated from Egs. (7.16.2) and (7.16.4):

(TE): P’ = lRe(E’xH’*): 1ITTEIZIJ:"o\Z[iRe( Kz )+>2Re( Kx )}
2 2 wu

(T™M): P’

%Re(E’ X H'")= %lTTMlzlEO‘Z [iRe(—wE ) +5(Re(w€ k")]
zZ
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Because y’ < 0 and €’ < 0, and Kk, is real, the requirement of positive energy flux
away from the interface, P;, > 0, requires that k;, < 0 in both cases. Similarly, because
kx > 0, the x-component of P’ will be negative, P, < 0. Thus, the vector P’ has the
direction shown in Fig. 7.16.1. We note also that the z-component is preserved across
the interface, P, = P. This follows from the relationships:

1 k 1 . k,
p = Lip X g _ 2y = Lip 2 2R<z):?/
P 2\ ol wu( lp7zl®) 2| ol ITrEl" Re it Z
: : , (7.16.8)
5 (VE 5 - - we
= _|El>~—(1- 2) = ~|Eo|? ZR( ): ;
P, 2\ ol kz( lpTMl?) 2| olITTml“ Re X P,

If n > |n’|, the possibility of total internal reflection arises. When sin@ > |n’|/n,
then k)2 = n'2k3 — k2 = k3 (n'2 — n® sin® 0) is negative and k/, becomes pure imaginary.
In this case, the real-parts in the right-hand side of Eq. (7.16.8) are zero, showing that
|p7el = |p1m| = 1 and there is no (time-averaged) power flow into the right medium.

For magnetic media, including negative-index media, the Brewster angle may also
exist for TE polarization, corresponding to prg = 0. This condition is equivalent to
k,u = k,u’. Similarly pmy = 0 is equivalent to k€ = k €’. These two conditions imply
the following relationship for the Brewster angles:

4 ’ 77 s 77 ,6,
pre=0 = kju=ku' = (uz—uz)sm293=uz—%uz
o (7.16.9)
pmm=0 = kje=ke = (e€?-¢€?)sin’®0p=c¢"?~- IJy—é €2

Clearly, these may or may not have a solution, such that 0 < sin® 63 < 1, depending
on the relative values of the constitutive parameters. For non-magnetic media, y = u’ =
Mo, the TE case has no solution and the TM case reduces to the usual expression:

’

€2—¢ce € n'?
€2-€  €+e€ n2+n?

sin® 0p =

Assuming that €, u and €', u’ have the same sign (positive or negative), we may re-
place these quantities with their absolute values in Eq. (7.16.9). Defining the parameters
X = |u'/u| and y = |€’/€|, we may rewrite (7.16.9) in the form:

TE case: (1—%>sin293: (1_)/)
X X

1 . X
TM case: 1——]sin Op=[1-=
Y y

with the TE and TM cases being obtained from each other by the duality transformations
x — y and y — x. It is straightforward to verify that the ranges of the X,y parameters
for which a Brewster angle exists are as follows:

(7.16.10)

1 1
TE case: x>1,y<x,y>;, or, Xx<1, y>x, y<—

1 (7.16.11)
TM case: y>1,x<y,y>;, or, y<1,x>y,y<;
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y=l€e'/el
A .
y =1/ Y

™

1+ TE TE
™ '/l
‘ > X =

i p/u

Fig. 7.16.2 Brewster angle regions.

These regions [680], which are bounded by the curves y = x and y = 1/x, are shown
in Fig. 7.16.2. We note, in particular, that the TE and TM regions are non-overlapping.

The unusual property of Snel’s law in negative-index media that the refracted ray
bends in the opposite direction than in the normal case has been verified experimentally
in artificial metamaterials constructed by arrays of wires and split-ring resonators [382],
and by transmission line elements [415-417,437,450]. Another consequence of Snel’s
law is the possibility of a perfect lens [383] in the case n’ = —1. We discuss this in
Sec. 8.6.

7.17 Problems

7.1 The matching of the tangential components of the electric and magnetic fields resulted in
Snel’s laws and the matching matrix Eq. (7.3.11). In both the TE and TM polarization cases,
show that the remaining boundary conditions B, = B, and D, = D/, are also satisfied.

7.2 Show that the Fresnel coefficients (7.4.2) may be expressed in the forms:

sin20’ —sin20  tan(0’ - 0) sin(0’ — 0)

sin20” +sin20  an(0 +0)° P sin(0’ +0)

pPrm =

7.3 Show that the refractive index ratio n’/n can be expressed in terms of the ratio ¥ = pm/p1E
and the incident angle 6 by:

n' 1+7r)? e

— =sin6 [1 + (—) tan? 6]

n 1-r
This provides a convenient way of measuring the refractive index n’ from measurements of
the Fresnel coefficients [699]. It is valid also for complex n’.

7.4 Ttis desired to design a Fresnel rhomb such that the exiting ray will be elliptically polarized
with relative phase difference ¢ between its TE and TM components. Let sin0. = 1/n be
the critical angle within the rhomb. Show that the rhomb angle replacing the 54.6° angle in
Fig. 7.5.6 can be obtained from:

cos? 0, + \/cos4 0. — 4sin® . tan? (Pp/4)
2tan? (¢p/4) + cos? O + \/cos4 0. — 4sin® 0. tan? (¢p/4)

sin @ =

Show ¢ is required to satisfy tan(¢p/4)< (n —n=1) /2.
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7.5 Show the relationship (7.9.7) for the ratio py/pe by first proving and then using the fol-
lowing identities in the notation of Eq. (7.7.4):

(K, + ky) (K2 = k,k,) = K2k, = k'°k,,

Using (7.9.7), show that when both media are lossless, the ratio ppy/p1r can be expressed
directly in terms of the angles of incidence and refraction, 6 and 0’:

Pv cos(0 +0")
pre cos(0—0)

Using this result argue that |pry| < |prel at all angles 0. Argue also that 0 + 05 = 90°,
for the Brewster angles. Finally, show that for lossless media with € > €', and angles of
incidence 0 > 0., where sin 0, = \/€’/€, we have:

prv Jysin® @ —sin® . + sin 0 tan 0
P1E  j\|sin? @ — sin® @, — sin O tan 0

Explain how this leads to the design equation (7.5.8) of the Fresnel rhomb.

7.6 Let the incident, reflected, and transmitted waves at an interface be:
E.(r)=E.e/*7 E (r)=E e/*7T, F(r)=Ee /¥

where k. = kyX + k,Z and k' = kyX + k}, 2. Show that the reflection and transmission
coefficients defined in Egs. (7.7.1)-(7.7.5) can be summarized compactly by the following
vectorial relationships, which are valid for both the TE and TM cases:

ke X (Eyxks) 2k,
k2 Tk, xkl

E.

7.7 Using Egs. (7.7.4), derive the expressions (7.9.11) for the Poynting vectors. Derive similar
expressions for the TM case.
Using the definitions in Egs. (7.3.12), show that if the left medium is lossless and the right
one lossy, the following relationship holds:

1 1
—(1-|prl? =Re<f,>|T 2
f]T( prl®) ny T

Then, show that Egs. (7.9.12) and (7.9.13) are special cases of this result, specialized to the
TE and TM cases.

7.8 Alight ray enters a glass block from one side, suffers a total internal reflection from the top
side, and exits from the opposite side, as shown below. The glass refractive indexis n = 1.5.

air

et/ \Bb

glass n
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a. How is the exit angle 0}, related to the entry angle 0,? Explain.

b. Show that all rays, regardless of the entry angle 6, will suffer total internal reflection
at the top side.

c. Suppose that the glass block is replaced by another dielectric with refractive index n.
What is the minimum value of n in order that all entering rays will suffer total internal
reflection at the top side?

7.9 Anunderwater object is viewed from air at an angle 0 through a glass plate, as shown below.
Let z = z; + 2 be the actual depth of the object from the air surface, where z; is the thickness
of the glass plate, and let n;, n, be the refractive indices of the glass and water. Show that
the apparent depth of the object is given by:

, 7z1 cos 0 Z>cos 0
\/n{ —sin® @ \/nﬁ —sin’ 0
air
glass 4
n
water z
n

7.10 Anunderwater object is viewed from air at an angle 6 through two glass plates of refractive
indices ny, ny and thicknesses zi, z», as shown below. Let z3 be the depth of the object
within the water.

air
Ny

glass

glass
L

water
3

a. Express the apparent depth z of the object in terms of the quantities 0, ng, ny, na, N3
and Z1,Z3,Z3.

b. Generalize the results of the previous two problems to an arbitrary number of layers.

c. Consider also the continuous limit in which the body of water is inhomogeneous with
arefractive index n(z) given as a function of the depth z.
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7.11 As shown below, light must be launched from air into an optical fiber at an angle 6 < 0, in
order to propagate by total internal reflection.

\Na| Ne cladding /

0B o fiber
y | \ \\\\9

Y

Y

nfc —n?
sinf@, = "
a

b. For a fiber of length I, show that the exiting ray, at the opposite end, is exiting at the
same angle 6 as the incidence angle.

c. Show that the propagation delay time through this fiber, for a ray entering at an angle
0, is given as follows, where t, = 1/¢y:

d. What angles 0 correspond to the maximum and minimum delay times? Show that the
difference between the maximum and minimum delay times is given by:

tong (ng — ne)

At = tmax — lmin =
ne

Such travel time delays cause “modal dispersion,” that can limit the rate at which digital
data may be transmitted (typically, the data rate must be fyps < 1/(2At) ).

7.12 You are walking along the hallway in your classroom building wearing polaroid sunglasses
and looking at the reflection of a light fixture on the waxed floor. Suddenly, at a distance d
from the light fixture, the reflected image momentarily disappears. Show that the refractive
index of the reflecting floor can be determined from the ratio of distances:

d

" Wt h

where h; is your height and h, that of the light fixture. You may assume that light from
the fixture is unpolarized, that is, a mixture of 50% TE and 50% TM, and that the polaroid
sunglasses are designed to filter out horizontally polarized light. Explain your reasoning.t

TSee, H. A. Smith, “Measuring Brewster’s Angle Between Classes,” Physics Teacher, Febr. 1979, p.109.

7.17. Problems 301
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7.13 First, prove Eq. (7.12.13) from Egs. (7.12.11). Then, show the following relationships among
the angles 6, 0,,0':

tan(0/2) 1-8 tan(0,/2) 1+ tan(6,/2) 1-

tan(0’/2) \V1+B  tan(0/2) \V1-B’ tan(0/2) 1+8

7.14 A TM plane wave is incident obliquely on a moving interface as shown in Fig. 7.12.1. Show
that the Doppler-shifted frequencies of the reflected and transmitted waves are still given
by Egs. (7.12.14) and (7.12.16). Moreover, show that the Brewster angle is given by:

0 _1+Bvn+1
oSO = g 11



